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Legislative Update

AIDS:

by Kate McQ.Jeen

An Issue for Maine
by Charlie Ridlon
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome . Rarely has any issue so confused, so
frightened, and so unified the gay community,' In the ;pace of three years,
we have been put in many roles: medical curios ity, · plague-spreader , selfdestructive sinner . AIDS has been the subject of much media attention and the
t opic of many bar conversations. The Centers for Disease Control have reported that, as of July 11, 1983, 1891 people have been diagnosed as having AIDS,
with 678 deaths---~o one has rec overed. (It is important to be constantly
aware that we are talking of human li fe and death . Virtually all of the medi cal literature and much of t he media reports use the word "cases". They are
not cases; they are people).
The history of AIDS is littered with such terms as "gay cancer", "gay disease", "gay plague•· and "gay related immune deficiency". It is none of these.
Ther e i s no question that gay men make up a considerable percentage of peop+e
with AIDS--71% are homosexua l or bi sexual men . However, 17% are intravenous
drug user s, 5% are Haitians living in t he U.S ., 1% are hemophiliacs and 6%
don't fit any of the other cat.e.gol'i s. There is no reason to bel i eve that
t here is anyth in g intrinsi cally different about gay men t hat m kcs ~ more
susceptible to AID S.
In Mai ne , two men have died of AIDS after having been ho s pitali zed. They
were not so- called "native cases ", but came to Ma i ne a f te r a l r eady being di agnosed as having AIDS. To dat e, no one now livi ng in Mai ne has contracted
the disease. However , becaus e t her e have been '.' only" two de aths , it doesn ' t
me an t hat we shoul d remain comp l acent or ignorant and no t look at poss ible
ways of r educing risks . The incubation period has been theori zed as being
anywhere f r om eleve n months to t wo years. What this mean s is that it is possi bl e t o have a " nati ve case" any time now.
continued on page 3

"Yes, Sir, I am a Lesbian"
by Skip Brushabe~
Diane J. ~iatthews of South Portland has
challenged the United States Arrrrj's discriminatory policy towards lesbians and
gays. Her civil case against the Army
was heard before U.S. Magistrate D. Brock
Hornby in Portland on July 18, 1983.
Matthews is challenging her dismissal
fran the Reserve Officers Training Corps
at the University of Maine at Orono . She
served on active duty with the Army fran ·
1976 until 1980, when she was honorably
discharged. El}tering the Army Reserves,
Matthews began attending UMO and joined
the ROTC program. She was dismissed from
ROTC in 1981 when she admitted to being a
lesbian. At that time, she asked to be
excused from a drill to attend a Student
Senate meeting. At that meeting the
budget of Wilde-Stein Club, the gay/ lesbian _student organization, was to be d:i.scussed. When asked by her ccmnanding
officer if she was a member of said club,
Matthews stated, "Yes, I am a lesbian."
Matthews is also challenging the Army's
regulations on homosexuality as unconstitutional. The Arrrrj defines a homosexual as "a person who engaged in· or
has the propensity to engage in a homose.'<Ual act regardless of the sex of the
individual." Those indivi duals who profess to be homosexual at enlistment are
rejected and indivi_d uals whose homosexuality is discovered after enlistment
are di scharged.
The Army's stand is that homosexuals
are a threat t o order and discipline,

violate the privacy rights of other
sol diers and make assignment,recruitment, and retention of soldiers difficult.
Matthews has st ated that, while in
t he militar y , she has -never witnessed
a homosexual propositi on a straight
person, but that women in t he Army
are propositioned by male sol diers
all the time.

As of now, only two things keep me involved in the !OC)rass called l egislative
politics--small victories and outrageous
right-wing adversaries. To date in 1983,
we in the lesbian and gay coomunity have
seen both.
Contrary to popular belief, this was a
good year for the Maine Gay Rights Bill;
we targeted a win in the Maine Senate,
and we got it big! The majority of the
Judiciary Ccmnittee that heard debate
on the bill supported its passage, and
the Senate agreed in an 18-12 vote.
This bill had never passed either house
before. The number of respected and dedicated state legislators who spoke out
this year for civil right~ for gays and
lesbians was dramatic. And the bill's
abysmal defeat in the Maine House simply
shows how many turkeys we' 11 have to remove in the next few years.
We 've also been "treated" to !OC)re illogical ncnsense fran Maine' s "hateful
Christians" than we knew they were-capable of. Fran the zealots at the Gay
Rights Bill hearing to Rev. Buddy Frankland at his pulpit, they've outdone them:
selves in their hysteria; it contirrues
to be our role to expose how hateful and
dangerous their propaganda is.
continued on page 2

During .the hearing, Arrrrj evaluations
of Matthews were entered as evidence by
Michael Asen, her attorney in cooperation with the Maine Civil Liberties
Union. These evaluations, three of them
being perfect scores, showed Matthews to
be an excellent soldier. There was an
attempt to discredit these scores through
the testimony of Major Gener al Norman
Schwartzkopf. He stated the system is
now in revision because past scores
were "grossly inflated."
Matthews was asked during the hearing
to describe why she considers herself a
lesbian. Her response was, "I prefer
wanen for canpanionship, support, and
emotional sustenance."
Matthews felt the hearing had gone in
a positive vein and she had been t~eated
fairly by the press and media.
Asked about the support she may have
received fran the gay and lesbian coomunities, Matthews stated she wasn't aware
of any. She did state that she received
a supportive letter fran the president of
a local chapter of the National Organization for Wanen.
Matthews will enter USM . in the Fall.
When asked if she would do it all over
again, Diane Matthews smiled and said,
"Yes, I am certain it was the right thing
to do."
PLEASE NarE: MATI'HEWS WAS REPRESENTED
BY MICHAEL ASEN, IN COOPERATION WITH
THE MAINE CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. BECAUSE OF THE HIGH COST OF THIS CASE
THE MCLU NEEDS DONATIONS. DONATIONS
MAY BE EARMARKED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE
CASE OF MATI'HEWS.
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AIDS in Maine= Still An Issue
by Fred Berger
When Charles Ridlon wrote
"AIDS: An Issue in Maine" in the
September 1983 issue of Our Paper,
the state's response to AIDS was_in
its infancy. The Gay Health Action ·
Committee, which was renamed The
AIDS Project a few years later, had
begun distributing pamphlets in the
bars; and the Maine Health Founda. tion was beginning to raise money in
the community. The state government was just beginning fo respond
to the crisis. The Maine Lesiban/Gay
Political Alliance, created in 1984
after the death of Charlie Howard,
was not yet around to prod those in
power.
Clfarlie reported in his article that
rio "native cases" had been diagnosed. It was to be more than a year

Yes, Sir,

later before Stephen Genteel became
the first Main~r_to be diagnosed with
the disease. Steve's willingness to
speak publidy about his i11ness set a
precedent for many courageous
people with AIDS today. To date,
there have been 86 people in Maine
diagnosed with AIDS, almost all of
them gay men, half of whom have
died. Charlie reported in September
1983 that almost 2,000 people had
been diagnosed nationally. Five years
later the number exceeds 70,000, the
vast majority still being gay men.
Today the two original groups,
The AIDS Project (fAP) and the
Maine Health Foundation, are alive
and well. TAP, with a paid staff offive
full-time people, recently moved into
a 12 room office suite in downtown

Portland. The· Maine Health Foundation sponsors a fu]] year of fundraising events and has been joined by
other fundraisers such as the highly
successful Visual AIDS auction.
Grassroots organizations such as
MAS.S. and D.EAN., offering educational programs and support
groups, now exist in most parts of the
state. The AIDS Lodging House, Inc.
will soon open a house for people
with AIDS. Gay men are no longer
the sole fighters in the struggle.
They have been joined by lesbians
and straight women, and a few
straight men. Each year the state
government increases the resources
it provides for AIDS and mainstream
organizations such as the United
Way and m.any churches have made

AIDS a prime focus.
Five years later AIDS is sti11 an
issue which "confuses, frightens, and
unifies" our community. Although
the new structures have given us
tools to use in our struggle, ·the devestation AIDS is causing in our
communty grows worse every day.
Many Mainers are just nowfacing
the reality of AIDS as friends become
ill.The end is not in sight. Years of
struggle and pain are stiH ahead
which will continue to cha11enge us
individually and as a community. Let
us hope that in September of 1993,
when Our Paper celebrates its tenth
anniversary, AIDS will no longer be a
front page story.

rm Still a Lesbian

by Eric Gordon
"It would be better if more people
were out of the closet. It can be a
comfortable place to be, but it can
also get very stuffy," she said.
It's been seven years since Diane
Matthews came out of her doset.
Perhaps "propeHed out" would be a
more accurate term.
It was the time when Matthews
said to her commanding officers at
Army ROTC, ''Yes, Sir, I am a
lesbian," when they questioned her
attendance in Wilde-Stein, a University of Maine gay organization. ROTC
quickly ejected her. Matthews
quickly responded. 'They said, 'See
ya', and I said, 'Sue ya.'" The national
media quickly took up her story. Did
they realize the importance of this
case as it applies to the rights of individuals? Or did it merely produce
provocative headlines like "Lesbian
Sues U.S. Army"?
On the porch of her mother's
house in South. Portland, Diane
Matthews reflected on a part of her
life of which she is very proud, but
now humbly considers a dosed
chapter. She has moved on to new
issues, new interests, and new perspectives that can only come from
being years older. After a11, Matthews
pointed out, this is the year she hit
the magic age of thirty. .

Matthews :first :filed suit against
the Army in August of 1982, daiming
her dismissal had violated her rights
to privacy and freedom of expression.
In a thrilling victory, Matthews won
her case and was reinstated into the
University of Maine's ROTC program. However, the Army soon
appealed the decision and ironically
constructed a new case based on
Matthews' honesty with her supervisors. When she re-elisted, she put
into writing that not only was she a
lesbian, but also that she had engaged in acts as a lesbian as well.
That information, significantly
different from her original statement
to her superior officer, was presented
as new evidence. The First Circuit
Court of Appeals responded by
sending the case back to District
Court to be heard again. At about this
time the Supreme Court was writing
opinions on the Georgia sodomy case
of Hardwick vs. Bowers. The Supreme Court ruled against Hardwick
in June 1986, refusing to protect the
rights of homosexuals in private consenting homosexual conduct. With
that precedent newly on the books,
Matthews dropped her case. "My
lawyer said after Hardwick we., d have
a 99.9% chance oflosing," said Matthews.

· The lawsuits that stretched out for
five years were watched dosely by
gays and straights alike.
During the exciting and controversial days of her case, Matthews was
in Newsweek, on Good Morning,
America! and flown to New York
for an interview on CNN. Matthews
thinks that each individual interview
didn't amount to much because most
were short and superficial, but ·
collectively they added up to a
national focus on the issue. "I didn't
say I was a lesbian to shock people. I
felt I had to do it because I am who I
am, and I felt that the only way to
change laws is to challenge them."
From time to time Matthews feels

regret in not pushing the case even
further. "I felt I was right and the
rules were wrong."
Today Matthews feels passionately
about many issued facing her and
other women in the worll She's
troubled by the fact that women
cannot afford to work and take care
of their children. She worries about
the cycle of poverty that so many
women are unable to break.
Along with women's issue,
individual rights are still a driving
issue for Matthews and she sees the
need to keep the pressure on. She
says that politicians are starting to
notice that ten percent of the population is focusing in on gay related
issues. "If we can mobilize the gay
and lesbian populations to vote it
would de:finately make an impact. We
can get people into positions of power
where they can do something."
Perhaps Matthews biggest show
of strength is her honesty... her belief
in who she is. She has waged and
continues to wage battles for all of us.
Like the "I love being OUT in Maine"
bumper stickers that graces her skyblue Yugo.
No longer in the military or in the
headlines, Oiane is still fighting:
fighting so that we can all be who we
truly are.
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Meet Our People
Marjorie Love
Arts and Entertainment
Coordinator
I'm 37 years old. Been 14 years in
Maine. 11 years-out. 9 years in love.
5 years in the Portland area. Newly
liberated from an all-consuming job
in human services management.
Stopping to smell the roses.
My ideas for Arts and Entertainment coverage in Our Paper? Well,
personally I love restaurants (from
corned beef to calemari) , movies (all
kinds, but especially social realism
like Mask or All of Me), books
Oately, mostly feminist fiction and
"personal growth") and music (folk,
women's, new age/jazz). I also enjoy
skiing, beaches, dancing, travel,
festivals and the occasional theatre
piece.
And I care passionately about gay
rights, women's rights, human
rights. I'd like to help Our Paper
reflect and project a vision of our
community that is political and
· playful, frivolous and serious. I'd like
to see in these pages lots of what's
happening in the gay and lesbian
community's creative and leisure life.
We can be an important resource for
finding out what's new and noteworthy, for focusing attention on coming
events, for recognizing the contributions of gay and lesbian artists and
enterprises, and for loving criticism
and d~bate about trends and transitions in the arts and entertainment
world.
. I'm psyched! And only one .
person. What's needed is a symphony of many voices singing many
songs. Don't be shy! Our Paper
veterans and new blood alike ...write
or call me, Clo Our Paper, with your
announcements of events, story
ideas, or (best yet) printable previews, views and reviews. You too
can be Jimmy Olsen (or Lois Lane)
boyI girl reporter. Think of how the
girls (guys?) will ooh and aah when
your name appears in print.

Peter Karosopoulos
Co-News Coordinator
Hello, Our Paper readers!! I'm Peter
Karosopoulos, co-news coordinator
for Our Paper. can you believe this is
our 5th anniversary issue?!? Do you
remember what you were doing five
years ago? I was a wide-eyed college
freshman still fumbling around in
the dark recesses of my closet:
Needless to say, a lot has happened
since then; I finally found the closet
door (and opened it!), graduated
from school and moved from my
hometown of Hallowell to "the big
city" of Poi"tland where I happily
reside now.
I'm thrilled by the personal
progress I've made in the past five
years and also by the progress that
the gay community and Our Paper
have made. What is even more
exciting is the future. Maine is a

rural yet happening state, and as so
many of us gays and lesbians who
grew up in small towns know, it can
get very lonely when you think
you're the only person on the planet
who feels li~e you do, so it's a
revelation to find Our Paper floating
around.
Five years is a long time; a lot has
happened and a lot more is going to
happen that will affect all of us. I'm
excited about the future of Our
EaQeLand I'm looking forward to
helping bring it to your comer of
Maine.

Fred Berger
Business Manager
I seem to have become the
resident elder of the Our Paper
collective. This due to the fact that I
am the only remaining founding
member still active on the paper and
one of just a few of the current
members who has been around for
more than a few months. Actually, as
long as the young whippersnappers
can control their ageist tendencies, I
will be happy to impart what I have
learned from five years experience
with OP. It is very exciting for me
right now to witness the enthusiasm
of the newer collective members.
My current involvement with !:mr
Paper includes serving as business
manager (paying the bills), keeping
track of the classifieds and personals
and writing an occasional article.
In real life, I am at the moment
ending my employmerit with The
AIDS Project and am in transition to
I-don't-know-what. For the past year I
have been cutting down on my
volunteer commitments and finding
that life can be a lot of fun when you
take the time to smell the dahlias.
With hope for the future,
Fred

James Melanson
Features Coordinator
I am an unabashed homoemotionalist, a comic book aficionado, the
scourge of Gillian Gatto, and an unrepentant Jesus freak. I' love reading
Sophacles, watching soap operas on
television, going to romantic movies
and to films steeped in wretched
gore, and riding my bicycle. I listen
devotedly to Erasure, Joan Armatrading, Tracy (hap~ag and 10,000
Maniacs. I love Aaron Copeland's
The Tender Land, and I love the
beach, though I rarely go. I fall in
love easily, much to my detriment. I
believe that the poets who coined the
term Usanian were correct-that love
between men and love between
women is beautiful and heavenly and
that heterosexualisin is oppressive
and base. I am c;urrehtly att€1'lding
the University ofSouthe~ ¥aine
hoping to achieve a bachelor's
degree in Women's Studies. I hope
one day to·go into the ministry. I am
proudly indigent and a slob. I dance
peculiarly, particularly if it's to the

Sugar Cubes. I am happily gay. As a
child I was proficient at hopscotch
and Barbies, and I loved the Red Sox.
My first kiss is as lovely a memory as
.,

I could possibly have, and it convinced me that Plato and my own
heart were correct-Our love is a
blessing.

;

Our Paper
PO Box 10744 Portland,
Maine 04104
(207) 773-2294
PURPOSE
Our Paper is published
monthly by the OUR PAPER ·
collective, PO Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104. The purpose
of OUR PAPER is to serve as a
voice for lesbians and gay men in
Maine. We wish the newspaper to
be a source of information, support and-affirmation, and a vehicle
for celebration, by and for members of the lesbian and gay men's
communities. We want the paper
to reflect our diversity as well.
EDITORIAL POLICY
We will c;onsider for publication any material that broadens
our understanding of our lifestyles and of each other. Views
and opinions appearing in the
paper are those of the authors
only.
We request that all material
submitted be signed and include
an address and/ or phone number.
We reserve the right to edit
unsiigned material as necessary.
Within the pages of the newspaper, articles can appear anonymously, upon request, and strict
confidentiality will be observed.
Even though our editorials are
initialed. they represent the
opinion of all collective members.
We welcome and encourage all
our readers to su_b mit material for
publication and to share your
comments, criticisms and positive
feelings with us, Remember,
OUR PAPER is Your Paper!!
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $12 for .one
year (12 issues), $20 for two
years, and $25 for three years.
. Make checks payable to Our
Paper.

THE COLLECTIVE
Business ·Manager:
Fred Berger
News Coordinators:
Eric Gordon and
Peter S. Karasopoulos
Features Coordinators:
Tom Hagerty and
James Melanson
Arts and Entertainment Coordinators: Marjorie Love and
Etienne Goode
Advertising Coordinator: Eric
Gordon
Graphics and Design Coordinator: C.P. Noel and
Diane Matthews
Distribution .and Subscriptions Coordinators:' ··
Dawn Patterson and
Diane Matthews

COMRADES
Steve Barrett
Andre Roberge
Rick Bouchard

CONTRIBUTORS
Peter Burgess
Doris Bell
C. Fraine
James One
Hilary Rosen
Holly Valero
Jerry Banner
Lynnsey
Pat
Paul Seidman
RJ. Bass
Lupine
Dick
Stephen Gorman
Dick Harrison
Eric Gordon
Brian Crabtree
William Hayes
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Charles Dwyer

Our Paper deadlines for the October issue
• Articles, announcements, calendar September 13
• Advertising (camera ready)
September 23
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Dear Our Paper,
.
My reason for writing is bascially I
feel this area needs a manned
Hotline; I have been to the GayI
Lesoian Alliance at 92 Bedford St.
and never found anyone there, I have
phoned them and a recorded message says to leave my number, which
I don't have; don't h,ave a home or
f)hone!
As stated in my letter, I have been
on the road in my motor home for
over two years and now think that I
have finally found the "Pot of Gold" in
the Portland area;, I am alone, have
just lost my only companion,
wonderful dog, to cancer, have been demoralized by RV parks, am afraid to
go to bars, am overweight, depressed
and urgently need to talk to someone
and don't know where to tum, which ·
exasperates the situation .... am
thinking of heading back West, but
don't think I'd make it.
Tried to attend an M meeting at
425 Congress-·st., but the cigarette
smoke drove me out; they should
consider a non-smoker's meeting.
Re ading your paper has helped
me, but I need someone to talk to; I
have an identity crisis, as I have been
a jet fighter pilot, fireman and all the
macho roles and can't adjust to my
inner feelings and accept them. My
emotional state is leaving me prone
to a heart attack and I am at the point
where I am afraid to even step out
the door.. .! am sure others need an
immediate HELP LINE!
Dick

my

Dear Our Paper,
Ms. Gatto's letter accused me of
having made unjustified, untrue
comments in my response to her
"Gay Community Obsessed with
AIDS" article. In that article Ms.
Gatto made the following
statements" ....sex is no longer safe
and it is no longer a practice that can
be viewed as morally worthwhile ... "
and "...there is also the untested
water of admitting that AIDS is a
disease of choice, and that those who
do not exchange bodily fluids will
most likely not get AIDS."
Ms. Gatto seems to believe that
· these observations are not the least
bit homophobic, that they are merely
the "honest statements of one
woman's inner thoughts and feelings
on some controversial questions."
Homophobic rhetoric is homophobic
rhetoric regardless of the intent of its
source, and homophobic, divisive
articles sut h as Ms. Gatto's only
serve the purpose of our oppressors.
It's crucial that we affirm one another
as lesbians and gays. emphasizing
the beauty of our love and the
courage of our choice, while together
confronting the threat of institutional-

R

ized heterosexuality.
Ms. Elze's letter in defense of Ms.
Gatto's article was offensive in that it
furthered stereotypical assumptions
about gay men. I deeply resent being
characterized as a person who
demands that lesbian women work
on behalf of AIDS _survivors, while
simultaneously domg nothing to
promote civil rights for women. I
have participated enthusiastically in
demonstrations against violence
towards women. I have worked on
behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment, equal pay for women for
comparable work and for a women's
right to safely terminate a pregnancy.
I have never demanded that lesbian
women serve gay men in any capacity.
In my response to Ms. Gatto's
article I did, however, say the
following: "Many lesbian women
have shown enormous compassion in
dealing with their brothers who have
AID~they should be applauded for
their efforts, not denigrated and ·
chastised" and "if lesbians and gays
don't stand together against the tide
of anti-gay hysteria, we will all be
swept away in a wave of homophobic
violence and legislation."
My concern is as much for lesbian
women as it is for gay men. Ms.
Gatto, in her article, spoke only of
what she perceives as the "dangers of
the penis" and said nothing of the responsibility gay men have to their
lesbian sisters. She was clearly only
interested in blaming gay ·men for
what this disease has done to our
community. Ms. Elze may feel that
she can sympathize with Ms. Gatto's
"anger", but I find Ms. Gatto's
prejudice intolerable.
James Melanson
Dear Our Paper,
On behalf of the ex-residents of
235 Congress St., I would like to
thank the following people for their
support and assistance following the
fire that destroyed the apartments
and business: Bert LeClair, Tom
Robinson, Matt and Rex of Cycles,
Henry Willette, Ed Foster, Randall
Harris, Kim Burch, Brian Davis,
David Ketchum, Gayle Collins, the
clever Randy Scott, and the patrons
of Blackstone's, Cycles, and the
Underground who donated funds to
help us out.
Community in our culture (United
States) tends to be defined in terms
of political definitions, yet there are
other ways to express community.
For example, voluntary assistance to
people in need, without any institutions becoming involved. In these
troubled times, such gestures cement
unity and bonds between people far
deeper than through any agency.
Not only do voluntary gestures
facilitate a sense of community, but
the deeds demonstrate what is true
about people more than any output of ·
words could ever accomplish. '
Regards,
Stephen Gorman

I
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dear Our Paper,
It was great to read that Our Paper
will continue publication. It's important that our community in Maine not
lose our most important means of
communication within the state.
It seems that another important
means of communication-radiowill not be available to our community, since the Maine Public Broadcasting Network has refused to air a
lesbian-gay radio program in this
state.
About your July issue-I would
have liked to have seen your twopage photo spread devoted solely to
Porfalnd Pride events. The Boston
gay weeklies cover Boston Pride
celebrations, but they don't include
Portland Pride. Let Our Paper give
more space to Ql!r events. No one
else does.
Dick Harrison
Caribou

OOOPS! ..... .
Our Paper would like to apologize to
Mr. Steven Gorman for having
omitted his name at the end of his
letter to us in the August issue.

The Rape Crisis Center will ·
offer a support group for women
who have been sexually assaulted. The ten week group will
meet on Wednesday evening 6-7:30,
beginning on September 21, 1988.
Child care is available. Call the
center at 77 4-3613 for more information or write PO Box 1371, Portland,
ME04104.

The Mabel Wadsworth
Women's Health Center is presenting a day long conference on menopause. Titled "Women Sharin~

Knowled@ and Power - Preparin~ for and Livi~ with Meno~ " . the event will be held at the
Bangor Theological Seminary in
Bangor on October 15, 1988. For
more information contact Mabel
Wadsworth Women's Health Center,
700 Mt. Hope Ave., Bangor, ME.
04401, 947-5337.

A free self-help support group
adult women survivors of incest
is forming in Portland.
This confidential support
group will begin meeting in September on a regular basis. For more information please call 657-3907.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS

~

·The Congress Building
1A2 High Street, Suite Six Twenty.four
Portland, Maine 04101

(207) 772-0664
Bette KatHkH, Ed.D.

Diane lemaf Ed.O.

INDIVIDUAL. COUPLES AND FAMILY COUNSELING
General Develu!')menlal Issues, Chemical Dependenc
and Adult Children of Alcoholics

.

j

·

.
Recovery, Co-Dependence

I

CONSUL TING TO HOSPITALS. BUSINESSES ANO SCHOOLS
Effective Communication Skills. Stress Management and 9 hemical Dependency
Awareness
·
STRUCTURED SELF-AWARENESS/EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CO-DEPENDENTS AND
ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS

BELLVILLE

COUNSELING
A 5 5 0 C I A TES- - - --

OF MAINE

-· - - - - - - -- - - - - -- -

Providing indivic;Jual, couples and group counseling for lesbians
and gay men in a safe, accepting environment.
Help for those dealing with addictions, co-dependency
or ACOA issues.
Convenient offices in Portland and Brunswick
Call: (207) 729-8727 for further information
For BCA Massachusetts call: (617) 438-8155
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Dear Our Paper,
My reason for writing is bascially I
feel this area needs a manned
Hotline; I have been to the GayI
Les'bian Alliance at 92 Bedford St.
and never found anyone there, I have
phoned them and a recorded message says to leave my number, which
I don't have; don't have a home or
f)honel
As stated in my letter, I have been
on the road in my motor home for
over two years and now think that I
have finally found the "Pot of Gold" in
the Portland area;, I am alone, have
just lost my only companion, my wonderful dog, to cancer, have been demoralized by RV parks, am afraid to
go to bars, am overweight, depressed
and urgently need to talk to someone
and don't know where to tum, which
exasperates the situation .... am
thinking of heading back West, but
don't think I'd make it.
Tried to attend an M meeting at
425 Congress-·st., but the cigarette
smoke drove me out; they should
consider a non-smoker's meeting.
Reading your paper has helped .
me, but I need someone to talk to; I
have an identity crisis, as I have been
a jet fighter pilot, fireman and all the
macho roles and can't adjust to my
inner feelings and accept them. My
emotional state is leaving me prone
to a heart attack and I am at the point
where I am afraid to even step out
the door .. .l am sure others need an
immediate HELP LINE!
Dick
Dear Our Paper,
Ms. Gatto's letter accused me of
having made unjustified, untrue
comments in my response to her
"Gay Community Obsessed with
AIDS" article. In that article Ms.
Gatto made the following
statements" .... sex is no longer safe
and it is no longer a practice that can
be viewed as morally worthwhile ... "
and "...there is also the untested
water of admitting that AIDS is a
disease of choice, and that those who
do not exchange bodily fluids will
most likely not get AIDS."
Ms. Gatto seems to believe that
· these observations are not the least
bit homophobic, that they are merely
the "honest statements of one
woman's inner thoughts and feelings
on some controversial questions."
Homophobic rhetoric is homophobic
rhetoric regardless of the intent of its
source, and homophobic, divisive.
articles such as Ms. Gatto's only
serve the purpose of our oppressors.
It's crucial that we affirm one another
as lesbians and gays, emphasizing
the beauty of our love and the
courage of our choice, while together
confronting the threat of institutional-
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ized heterosexuality.
Ms. Elze's letter in defense of Ms.
Gatto's article was offensive in that it
furthered stereotypical assumptions
about gay men. I deeply resent being
characterized as a person who
demands that lesbian women work
on behalf of AIDS .survivors, while
simultaneously domg nothing to
promote civil rights for women. I
have participated enthusiastically in
demonstrations against violence
towards women. I have worked on
behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment, equal pay for women for
comparable work and for a women's
right to safely terminate a pregnancy.
I have never demanded that lesbian
women serve gay men in any capacity.
In my response to Ms. Gatto's
article I did, however, say the
following: "Many lesbian women
have shown enormous compassion in
dealing with their brothers who have
AIDS-they should be applauded for
their efforts, not denigrated and ·
chastised" and "if lesbians and gays
don't stand together against the tide
of anti-gay hysteria, we will all be
swept away in a wave of homophobic
violence and legislation."
My concern is as much for lesbian
women as it is for gay men. Ms.
Gatto, in her article, spoke only of
what she perceives as the "dangers of
the penis" and said nothing of the responsibility gay men have to their
lesbian sisters. She was clearly only
interested in blaming gay ·men for
what this disease has done to our
community. Ms. Elze may feel that
she can sympathize with Ms. Gatto's
"anger", but I find Ms. Gatto's
prejudice intolerable.
James Melanson
Dear Our Paper,
On behalf of the ex-residents of
235 Congress St., I would like to
thank the following people for their
support and assistance following the
fire that destroyed the apartments
and business: Bert LeClair, Tom
Robinson, Matt and Rex of Cycles,
Henry Willette, Ed Foster, Randall
Harris, Kim Burch, Brian Davis,
David Ketchum, Gayle Collins, the
clever Randy Scott, and the patrons
of Blackstone's, Cycles, and the
Underground who donated funds to
help us out.
Community in our culture (United
States) tends to be defined in terms
of political definitions, yet there are
other ways to express community.
For example, voluntary assistance to
people in need, without any institutions becoming involved. In these
troubled times, such gestures cement
unity and bonds between people far
deeper than through any agency.
Not only do voluntary gestures
facilitate a sense of community, but
the deeds demonstrate what is true
about people more than any output of
words could ever accomplish. '
Regards,
Stephen Gorman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dear Our Paper,
It was great to read that Our Paper
will continue publication. It's important that our community in Maine not
lose our most important means of
communication within the state.
It seems that another important
means of communication-radiowill not be available to our community, since the Maine Public Broadcasting Network has refused to air a
lesbian-gay radio program in this
state.
About your July issue-I would
have liked to have seen your twopage photo spread devoted solely to
Porfalnd Pride events. The Boston
gay weeklies cover Boston Pride
celebrations, but they don't include
Portland Pride. Let Our Paper give
more space to QUI events. No one
else does.
Dick Harrison
Caribou

OOOPS! ••.•.•
Our Paper would like to apologize to
Mr. Steven Gorman for having
omitted his name at the end of his
letter to us in the August issue.

The Rape Crisis Center will ·
offer a support group for women
who have been sexually assaulted. The ten week group will
meet on Wednesday evening 6-7:30,
beginning on September 21, 1988.
Child care is available. Call the
center at 77 4-3613 for more information or write PO Box 1371, Portland,
ME04104.

The Mabel Wadsworth
Women's Health Center is presenting a day long conference on menopause. Titled "Women Sharin~

Knowled~ and Power - Preparin~ for and liviru! with Menolli!WUl", the event will be held at the
Bangor Theological Seminary in
Bangor on October 15, 1988. For
more information contact Mabel
Wadsworth Women's Health Center,
700 Mt. Hope Ave., Bangor, ME.
04401, 947-5337.

A free self-help support group
adult women survivors of incest
is forming in Portland.
This confidential support
group will begin meeting in September on a regular basis. For more information please call 657-3907.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS

~

·The Congress Building
1'12 High Street, Suite Six Twenty.four
Portland. Moine 04101

(207) 772-0664
Bette KatHkH, Ed.D.

Diane lemaf Ed.0.

INDIVIDUAL. COUPLES AND FAMILY COUNSELING
General Develo!')mental Issues, Chemical Dependenc
and Adult Children of Alcoholics

j

.

·
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Recovery, Co-Dependence

I

CONSUL TING TO HOSPITALS. BUSINESSES AND SCHOOLS
Effective Communication Skills. Stress Management and 9hemical Dependency
Awareness
·
STRUCTURED SELF-AWARENESS/EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CO-DEPENDENTS ANO
ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS

BELLVILLE

COUNSELING
A 5 5 0 C I A r---rs- ---- -··-

OFMAINE
Providing individual, couples and group counseling for lesbians
and gay men in a safe, accepting environment.
Help for those dealing with addictions, co-dependency
or ACOA issues.
Convenient offices in Portland and Brunswick
Call: (207) 729-8727 for further information
For BCA Massachusetts call: (617) 438-8155
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Farnsworth Seeks·House Seat
by Peter S. Karasopoulos
After a hard-worked, three-way
primary victory in June, Maine
legislative candidate Susan Farnsworth of Hallowell is preparing for an
even tougher election in November,
when the voters of her district go to
the polls. Farnsworth is a Democrat
running for House District 91, which
covers the towns of Chelsea and
Pittston and the city of Hallowell. The
seat is being vacated by Democrat
Polly Reeves, who has represented
the district for the past ten years.
Farnsworth is focusing her
campaign on issues that she sees as
major concerns in her district,
including growth management,
affordable housing and quality care
for the elderly, which she says has
been a much-neglected issue under
the Reagan administration.
"Growth management and <level-

opment are vecy important issues in
this district and throughout Maine,"
she said. She also sees the fight for
personal and civil liberties as one of
her goals in the legislature. Farnsworth recently drafted legislation at
the request of the Maine Lesbian/
Gay Political Alliance "to make
Maine's retirement system more
equitable for everyone" and that
legislation passed during the past
session. One inspiration for running
for the bouse seat was the realization
that she could accomplish much
more by being in the legislature on a
daily basis. While gay /lesbian issues
have not yet become a major factor in
Farnsworth's campaign,. she does
hope to help with gay-related issues
in the legislature. "It is helpful to be a
real live gay person in the legislature
and I hope to.be brave enough to say
what my opinions are."
Farnsworth said that she has

experienced very little homophobia ,
so far in her campaign. "It hasn't
come up very much. I think people
are willing to judge more on the
whole person. At only one of the
.1,000 houses that I visited (while
campaigning for the primary) was I
asked about gay rights.~
Farnsworth cites her' extensive
experience in state and local government as a major asset to the cam- .
paign and to her ability to be productive member of the legislature. She
has served as chair of the Municipal
Housing Authority, Assistant Attorney General and Chief Counsel of the
Governor's Office of ~mployee
Relations, among other. public service
positions, and is also a graduate of
the University of Maine Law School.
-Farnsworth, who says she loves
Hallowell and has lived there for the
past 11 years, will face Republican
Katie Perry in the Nbvember election

and she expects the race to be a close
one. Farnsworth notes that the next
few months are going to be very
"labor intensive" and she hopes to
meet with as many people as possible
in her district. Before the primary,
Farnsworth visited 1,000 homes and
sent out follow-up mailings to those
households in an effort to get out the
vote, but she also notes that there is a
lot more work to be done to ensure a
victory in November. The campaign
is seeking volunteers and contributions; people interested in helping on
Susan's campaign may contact
Citizens for Susan Farnsworth at 19A
Win'throp St., Hallowell, ME 04347.
The phone number is 621x>330.
Farnsworth also urges everyone to
contact friends and relatives in her
district about Susan and her campaign.

The Key Question for Gay and Lesbian Voters in 1988-W1here was George?
by Hilary Rosen
Senator Ted Kennedy ignited the
spirits of the recent Democratic
Convention during his speech in
Atlanta when he posed the
question"Where was George?" after
reviewing the Reagan
Administration's most memorable
policy gaffes.
Although Kennedy did not
mention gay ~d lesbian issues in his
speech, no single question is more
relevant for gay and lesbian voters
this year. As we decide who to vote
for in the upcoming Presidential
election, we must ask ourselves just
where~ George Bush on our
issues during the past eight years.
When there was no leadership
from the White House as thousands
of people died of AIDS and thousands
more were infected ...where was
George?
When the CDC and NIH were
embroiled in AIDS turf wars while
the federal AIDS bureaucracy held
back drugs and therapies ... where as
George?
When the nation was looking for
the truth about AIDS, not vicious

slander and homophobic rumor and
the White House was silenl..where
was George?
When the White House Office
of Management and Budget opposed
additional funding for AIDS
research.:.where was George?
When the justice department
issued an opinion in 1986 that
excluded people with AIDS from the
same anti-discrimination protections
afforded other disabled or sick
people ...where was George?
When the White House ignored
the Surgeon General's report of AIDS
and then waited more than a year
before mailing AIDS information to
.American homes...where was
George?
When the United States Senate,
over which the Vice President
presides, went against the advice of
every health professional in the
country by voting to deny AIDS funds
for responsible gay oriented
education ...where was George?
When the Republican Administration turned its back on the rights of
gays and lesbian to privacy, a right.
afforded to heterosexuals, in the

See you at the
Common Ground
Fair!!
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Bowers v. Hardwick case ... where was
George?
When the president appointed
Robert Bork, a known conservative
idealogue, to a vacant Supreme Court
seat...where was George?
Whille George Bush was absent.
there was a leader who offered the
gay and lesbian community lots of
reasons to be proud. As governor of
Massachusets, Mike Dukakis
presided over one of the most comprehensive and compassionate AIDS
programs in the country. He consistently advocated increased funding
for research, education and counseling. Equally important, Governor
Mike Dukakis faithfully championed
a gay and lesbian civil rights bill_in
Massachusetts State legislature.
An election-year conversion of
George Bush into a man who suddenly endorses discrimination

protection measures for people with
AIDS or calls for increased finding
for AIDS research is simply not good
enough.
Where was George Bush when
our community needed him? Where
would he be if he is elected president?
Mike Dukakis or George Bush?
For me, the choice is clear.

The writer is co-chair of the Board of
the Human Rights Campaign Fund,
lives in Washington , D. C. and is a
professional lobbyist.

Simple elegance for
incurable romantics
who may be fools for love .••
but not when it comes to where they stay ...
or what they pay.
Our Off-Season rates apply this Fall
MC/ Visa accepted, open year round
Sunny Autumn days and crisp nights possible
Harvest Moon plausible
Affairs of the Heart probable •••

. .

438 Main St., Rockland, ME 04841 207/596-0040
Specializing in books by and about women, altmialiDt health care and spirituality.
Ste our selection of gay and lesbian fiction and non-fiction . .

(508) 487-9665

Provincetown, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
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Is This What is Meant By "Reach Out and Touch Some One"?
by Paul B. Seidman
This evening I received an "obscene" phone call. A man wanted to
know if I wanted him to suck my
cock. He spoke in a whisper and i
assume he was masturbating when
he asked me this. I imagine this is a
regular form of safe sex for him. This
experience got me thinking about
this particular form of phone sex, and
I'd like to share some of my feelings
here.
This is not the first time I have
received such a call, though it is, I
believe, the first time I did not feel
afraid after hanging up. I think that's
because a gay friend of mine was
getting calls like this not long ago
and enjoyed some of them; he di_d not
feel in danger at all. So I answered·
this stranger's question with a
"yes"-partly because I thought it
just may be a practical joke from
someon_s.J knew, and partly because I
wanted to know mere about him, if
he were, in fact, a stranger.
But when I asked another similar
question I realized I didn't want to
pretend this was something I desired,
and so I softly hung up and thought
about thi s person who just called. I
realized that had I the chance to do .it
over again, I would like to talk to him
a bit about why it is he thought this
was safe, and for whom? And curiously, I fo und myself wishing I had
told him a very funny story I heard,
recently-it's too long to go into
here. I wanted to hear_him laugh, to
be a person with me, not just a quiet,
qu avering voice. I wondered who
else in his life knew he did. this, and if
he talked with r.is friends about it. I
wondered if this art of his life was
kept hidden and secret from everyone except the ones he calls.
And I wanted to know how he got
my number, if he knew me at all, and
if he only called men he knew were .
gay. I said this was the first time I did
not respond with fear. In the past I
have felt violated and unsafe after
similar experiences. A phon~ call,
especially this kind of call, comes
into a person's life in a very intimate
way.
One might be engaged in delicious conversation with a friend, or
absorbed in a favorite TV drama, or
be mourning the loss of a loved one.
And then the call comes into that life,
penetrating it, with questions which
have no context, no history. no
meaningful connection to the person
being called. One's life is invaded by
this mysterious caller, one is asked
about very personal sexual matters as
if they were not personal. as if one's
life. in some way, did not belong
anymore to oneself., It becomes a life
fo r another to get off on. In this sense
the one who is called is used by the
caller. I'm not saying that everyone
who receives such calls feels violat~d
or used, but some do, and many

each other with respect and sensitivity. I want to know why that is? I
believe it relates to sexism, to heterosexism, and to internalized homophobia. We treat each other, at times,
the way heterosexual men often treat
women. We objectify and fetishize
each other, we measure one
another's attractiveness on some dehumanizing scale, we live in isolation
and·dishonesty even while we interact with one another.
When I got the phone call this
evening I felt the caller's isolation,

women I know experience such calls
as a form of violence. I say all of this
because I think it is i mportant to
know the effects one's actions can
have on the lives of others. In the
past, after receiving such a call, I
would immediately check my doors
to make sure they were locked. I
sometimes felt terrified. This time I
did not feel terrified; I felt sad, and
later a little angry, at him and myself.
there is·a great deal of permission
in the gay community to use one
another as things, rather than treat

and I experienced my own dishonesty. I wish I had either hung up
immediately or attempted some
human contact. By answering "yes"
to one of his questions I betrayed
myself and mislead him. I didn't want
him to suck me, and I didn't want to
be asked that by someone who hasn't
the slightest idea how potentially
violating and terrifying that question
might make me feel. He may call
back. If he does, I hope he whispers,
"I'm sorry."

THE AIDS PROJECT PRESENTS
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. . . . . . . . . . .-~~;·~ --. . . . . .io;a.t;e: September 30, 1988 - 8:00 p.m.
at the Portland Performing Arts Center
Tickets: $17.50
Availr.ble at the following locations:
Portland Performing Arts Center
Amadeus Music
The Underground
Entre Nous
Aids Project
The Magic Garden
For further information call 774-6877
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Anti-Gay Amendment
Dropped From Appropriation Bill, Federals
AIDS Programs
Boosted

, Kellogg•s Serves
Up· Homophobia
Despite hundreds of written
complaints, the Kellogg Company
refuses to withdraw or modify its
homophobic Nut and'Honey Crunch
commercial, in which a bunch of
cowboys ask the wagon train's cook,
, "Hey Cookie, what's for breakfast?"
When he answers "Nuttin' Honey,"
the cowboys responded by scowling
and pointing their guns in his face.
The message: any hint of affection
between two men is reason for
violence.
In a just-released report on the
growing wave of anti-gay violence in
America, the Nation~ Gay and.
Lesbian Task Force declared that
these Kelk>gg's ads "trivialize, legitimize and encourage anti-gay violence" by suggesting that violence
against gay men, or men perceived to
be gay, is acceptable or even comical.
Source: The GLAAD Bulletin
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Stc1newall
Roadblock

Federals Al~S Programs Boosted

On August 9 a House-Senate
conference deleted an anti-gay
amendment that would have denied
federal funds to any education, health
or research program that called
homosexuality "normal", "natural", or
"healthy". The US Senate had passed
the amendment, sponsored by
Republican Gordon Humphrey of
New Hampshire, by an 82-15 vote last
month.
The conference was called to
reconcile differences in the 1989
appropriation bill for the departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education. The bill was
passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate earlier this
summer. The Humphrey amendment .
to the Senate version of that bill had
been blasted by gay civil rights and
AIDS activists as being "blatantly
homophobic" and "mean-spirited."
Many diverse organizations
condemned the amendment and
lobbied for its repeal, including the

·p A

national. Association of State Boards
of Education, the Alcohol and Drug
Problems Association of North
America, the American Psychiatric
Association, the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers, the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, AIDS
Actio.n Council and the Human
Rights Campaign Fund.
The conference resolved other
differences between the House and
Senate versions of the appropriations
bill and boosted federal funds
available for AIDS programs. The
conference also earmarked $6
million for additional personnel for
key federal agencies involved in
AIDS research and prevention and
urged Congressional and State
authorizing committees to address
the issue of purchase assistance for
AZr, the only AIDS drug currently
sanctioned by the government.
The appropriations bill now
returns to the House and Senate for
final approval, then goes to the
President for signing into law.

GLAAD Convinces
TV Executives
New York, NY-Recognizing the
power of television to affect viewer
attitudes, the Gay & Lesbian Alliance .
Against Defamation (GLAAD) met in
June and July with top programming
executives at ABC,' NBC and CB.S.
One result was an agreement by CBS
to change the name of a fall 1V movie
about children with AIDS originally
titled 'Innocent Victims.' CBS agreed
to change the name of the movie to
The Littlest Victims'. "We made it
clear that many right-wingers delight
in comparing the 'innocent victims' of
AIDS (children and hemophiliacs)
with gay men, who in their view are
'guilty' of willfully infecting themselves," said Michael Standman, a
member of GI.AA.D's board of
directors.

New York City gay activist John
Sinhom has hit a roadblock in his
effort to have a commemorative
plaque affixed to the building at 53
Christopher Street, the former site of
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar where
history was made.
The current owners of the building refuse to sign the necessary
application to the Landmark's
Preservation Commission for such a
plaque. Their reason: future tenants
might not want to rent in a building
with a gay plaque outside.
- The Stonewall Inn was the site of a
police raid on June 27, 1969. On that
night, patrons refused to be led away
by police. They fought back, leading
to faree nights of riots and the birth
of the modem gay rights movement.
Source: The GLAAD Bulletin.

Apple Shines
Apples Computer Inc. has added a
ban on anti-gay discrimination to its
corporate non-discrimination policy.
The policy already included race,
color, religion, sex, age, disability
and veteran status.
'This change is not needed to
COITect a problem but to emphasize
that we value differences at Apple,"
Debbie Biondolillo, the Cupertino
firm's human resources director said.
"As we prepare for the future, we
must remember that diversity in the
wo1rkplace adds·richness.''
Apple Lambda, a group of gay and
leslbian employees, had proposed the
addition to the policy to Apple
management.
Source: The Advocate

Bowdoin Gays
Bona Fide
The Alumni Council of Bowdoin
College formally recognized Bowdoin
Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae
(BGAIA) as a "l;>ona fide alumni/ae
organization.'' Graduates of Bowdoin
can contact BGAIA by writing to M.
Rebic, 1641 Third Avenue, NY, NY
-

10128.

Source: The Advocate.

The NAMES Project Foundation
has announced plans for a massive
candlelight march in Washington,
DC on Saturday, October 8, 1988
following display of the NAMES
Project Quilt on the Capitol Mall. At
dusk, thousands of mourners will
light candles and move slowly from
1
the Mall to the Lincoln Memorial.
Leading the procession will be representatives from various parents'
groups from around the country,
there to express their concerns
about AIDS and its impact on us all.
Marching alongside those parents
will be several government leaders
who will participate in a brief ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial.
Other events planned for the
weekend include concerts, films,
conferences and the premier performance of a new play based on the
stories behind the NAMES Quit.
This weekend of AIDS awareness
and fundraising events marks the
first anniversary of the National
March on Washington for Lesbian
and Gay Rights and the inaugural
display of the NAMES Project Quilt.

HERMAN, SIMMONS &GOLDBERG,
A state-wide trial law firm
concentrating on the needs of individuals
is pleased to announce that

Jennifer Wriggins
has joined the firm.
/

Source: GLAAD; Inc.

129 Lisbon St., Lewiston, ME 04246 (207) 784-3576
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Queer News from ~he Pennin_
sula .
byLynnsey
W. Sedgwick-The heat "wave"
hangs heavily across parched fields
freckled with purple patches of vetch.
These humid days remind me of
growing up in Connecticut, where
high humidity and sleepless nights
wee common. We'd play by, and in,
the brook for hours, building
dams and swimming in the deep part
by the bridge. After many years of
fervent pleading, I had the pleasure
of having a horse. On the hot days I'd
bring him to the brook and sponge
him down. He'd splash with his hoof
as we hung out together at the
water's edge. I'd get him shiny clean
then let him loose again, knowing
he'd immediately roll in the dry dirt,
a true horse bath. Being with the
horses was my salvation during my
childhood.
Finally it rains. Many people were
out cutting hay today. I doubt this
little rain will ruin any not put in the
barn. R has _pis first cutting well .
stored away in the barn and continues to work on the fence lines. Jake,
his new Great Pyrennes sheep dog, is
being trained to be one with the
sheep and keep the coyotes at bay.
With 120 sheep, Jake will be a busy
dog.
S. and MJ are finally beginning to
relax at their camp after several
unexpected trips out of state. Plans
are shaping up on the rebuilding of
their Crystal Palace. It was a pleasant
time on solstice at their lakeside
camp, again enjoying their warm
hospitality.
We were joined by two new area
dykes, B and K, who are busy
renovating an apartment house. B
and Kand T and I spent a Saturday
yard-saleing, K being an expert, and
came home with several treasures.
Rand M have their children with
them for the summer at their lakeside camp. R is the new publicity
person for D.E.A.N. with great ideas
and lots of good energy. I enjoyed
spending time with him and N at the
symposium, and also with one of N's
lesbian daughters. B also has a
teenage lesbian daughter. How
wonderful these children! I was
blessed with a visit from my 2 1/ 2
year old niece who recently returned
from Africa with her parents. my
brother and sister-in-law. She knows
the names of all the animals in Sanyo
and in English, and is a budding naturalist, filling her pockets with rocks
as we walked the shoreline. I love
having children in my life!

The July 4th dykes and fags party
here at Magic Meadows was a blast,
including the fireworks sent by T's
mother from Montana. The Meadow
looked great with a volleyball court, a
new barbeque grill and lawn chairs.
Two courageous fags braved the
party, one being our local dyke-intraining who was a hit with the
"girls". W's great stories and jokes
and a rousing game of dyke trivia
were the other highlights. A fun way
to celebrate one year in our new
house.
The summer is spinning along at a
rapid pace. I am involved in so many
projects, spend much time working
or at meetings. I have to remember
to take time to be slow, calm and
quiet, eve11 just for a few minutes. But
the garden is calling, then off to my
circle. After all, I can rest up in the
winter. That's the news from W.
Sedgwick.,
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roses transformed into rose hips
and, on a recent walk through the
Fransiscan Monestary, one perfect
red leaf. Sorry, P!
Should you be out for a drive and
land in Cape Porpoise, stop at
W omanswork and check out their
wor~ gloves for women and tee and
sweatshirts with their really great
logo and slogan, "Strong women
building a gentle world". I got one of
their sweatshirts recently in an
incredible color called "watermelon"
but the aqua's great, too.
We're back in the house again
after six weeks of renting a room
from a friend of a friend. It worked
out much better than I ever hoped
(yQll try sharing one room with a
thirteen year old and two cats!) but
it's great to be back to having a whole
house once more. The day we moved
back in, I even hugged the refrigerator!!
C has been away visiting family in
Seattle. Everybody else I know is
having the usual influx of summer
visitors. When C gets back, P, J, C
and I (and anyone else we can round
up) are going to take R, who is new
in town, up to the Underground.
None of us go out very often and
we're all early risers so it'll probably
be one of those wild stay-out-til-10:30
nights on the town that leave Portland reeling.
Hey, thanks for the postcard, J, in

reply to my quest for new games
participants! Heard for a couple of
women/wimmin/womon over toward
Sanford, too, who would like to get
together. Alright! Speaking of
getting together, thanks to the
women who organized the shindig up
in Porter on July 30. You did a great
job!
And now... an event upcoming: On
Friday, Sept. 23 the Unitarian Church
in Kennebunk is holding a pot luck
supper and New Games night. Bring
a pot luck item at 6:00 for the supper
and stay for the games, or come at
7:00 for games only. It's an intergenerational/family/singles activity. If
you have a kid (s), by all means bring
them. If not, bring the kid in you! 111
be co-leading the games. The church
is at the comer of Rts. 1 & 35, behind
the library. Wear comfortable
clothes.
The sky has gone from partly
cloudy to uniformly grey and starting
to sprinkle even as I write. Maybe it's
just wishful thinking but it even feels
a little like fall. Autumn .....
· Whatever happened to Autumn?
It's a word nobody uses much
anymore. I feel a tirade on the misuses of the English language coming
on. Isn't thatlhe way with writers?
First they can't get started, then you
can't tum 'em off.
Until next month .....enough said!

by Pat
Every time I do it, I say I'll never
do it again. But here I am, the day_of
the deadline, scrambling for time to
write. What else is new? So far, in my
efforts to avoid pen and paper, I've
had lunch with a friend, trimmed the
grass along the front walk, visited the
library (where on top of a pile of 10
cent paperbacks I found Sticks and
Stones, a 1972 novel by Lynn Hall
about a high school senior suddenly
accused of being gay; tune in next
month for the review), made a
shopping list and driven to Portland.
It was either that or scrub the
kitchen floor.
Here I am though, right down to
the wire and, sure enough, desperation works every time. Look, ma, I
can write!
Meanwhile, procrastinate though I
may, the summer goes on. And on,
and on .... P wants it to last forever
(she's a housepainter). Me, I've had
my fill of tourists, mosquitos and hot
weather. Traffic, too. "Don't that
traffic make me some .\lltly," you're
bound to hear just about every day
from somebody local. It's long about
now that a lot of us start threatening
to move North.
But fall's coming. My favorite
season. Already I've seen the beach
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LEAVING RAY IN BED
Unsure
as if to begin with
there was no context for me to step out of.
1,'
I did step, however away from the bed
into the night street, wet and cold.
You were left peacefully snoring
your belly still damp rising softly in sleep.
And here I sit on this bench
facing the passing cars as they throw up ribbons of dirty water,
my lips still tingling from the exhaustion of your kisses,
.
the color of them bled past their outlines.
I bite the lower one now
no,
it's not the dark I'm afraid of I've witnessed
the slow, methodical drip of ~eath firsthand.
It could be you
I wipe my eye
and the back of my hand gives up the bitter lemon scent
of your aftershave.

ORIENTALIA
In the twisting, yellow lamplight
we were like an animated version
of those unrolling erotic
prints from the Japanese
my whi~e flesh
your black flesh
and the rose-colored sheets braiding through our lovemaking.
the rice paper shade on the wind9w next to us
only partly closes
But we were oblivious to the neighbors,
there was no room for modest thoughts bewteen the acts
that posed us your head hanging over the edge of the bed
as my tongue traced a light calligraphy across your throat.
Brian Crabtree

Brian Crabtree

I tried to risk the warmth of breath upon
Your neck that evening. Breeze and breath of birth
Through this attempted·suicide of leaves
And stars, the inventory of your worth.
l tried to press your back with heat, the breeze,
My hands,-or pull a knife, which cuts confusion
(My belly's birthing) from your back. .... the trees.
My be.Hy's birthing, beautiful delusion.
The evenings touch your lips. The breeze
Avoids a kiss that suffocates·.
· A'hug bi.it trembles tightly in the trees
A secret silent kiss. We weren't alone.
My hands-the heat. My breath-a birth and breeze.
No riddle trembles tightly in the trees.
William Hayes

Excerpts from an August Journal
by Peter L. Burgess
1985

Dusk is setting in on a August Friday
evening at this marvelous mountain
· campground in the western mountains of Maine. Campfire smoke
filters through 'the air and down
stream on Bear River. Took a swim
in the ole swimming hole this
afternoon. It was a hot day.
Now there is just the faint light and
silhouette of the hills overlooking
Bear River. It's great. The air is so
clear and pure - the smell of summer
- the sights of summer. The goldenrod glows in the fields; black-eyed

susans' sway gently in the summer's
·
sultry breeze. The greafwideopenness of it all with the majestic
hills and mountains as a backdrop.
1986

September like weather; cool and
damp. Magenta phlox bloom in a
garden with hummingbirds drinking
the nectar from the blossoms. The
bright orange berries on the mountain ash trees are prevalent throughout the Western Promenade neighborhood. Homes seem empty.
Perhaps people are traveling on a last
summer foray before school and the
New England fall season begins. The
birds pick away at the apples oh the
old tree.

UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALISTS
because
there have
always been
people who
question
the religion
handed
them.

We don't offer "'final and absolute
truth" or rigid dogma. We seek to
provide an ~nabling atmosphere in
which you can seek answers, ask new
questions -- in which you can
discover the trut ~ of yout own 1if e.
For more iriformation and the church nearest
you, please call the Northeast District
office: 797-3246.
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Jerry's Banter

Silence Equals Death

Fictions -

by James Melanson
pressing charges. I was silenced
again and again by the reactions of
others to what had happened to me.
"Don't talk about it, it will only make
things worse," they'd say. "It's over.
Put it behind you." Although I tried
burying the hurt deep inside of me, it
wasn't over, it hadn't ended. I relived
the experience through smells and
images that reminded me of that
evening when the rape occurred.
I tried reaching out to professionals, but was informed that there are
no rape counselors in Maine who can
speak to the specific needs of male
rape survivors. The pain and loneliness deepened with each dead end I
encountered. I was certain I would
not survive.
Howe"9"er, the human spirit is
unquestionably stronger than I
believed. With the help of a sympathetic and thoroughly enlightened
counselor, and with the nurturance of
other rape survivors, I was able to
begin to go on. I was fortunate-I
have often wondered about sisters
and brothers who were successfully
silenced by the confrontiveness and
uncomfortable hostility of others.
How many of us have not survived?
Those of us who have .been raped
have a right to be supported, nurtured, and cared for, and no one has
the right to make us feel otherwise.
In this, as in all things, silence equals
· death. We have a right to be heard,
and that right is intrinsic and incontestable. Perhaps one day, through a
collective voice, we will be acknowledged and affirmed and it will never
be possible to silence any one of us
ever again.

I remember that night as vividly as
though it were last evening. There
are times when I think I will never
forget it. Despite the fact that it is
deeply ingrained h my consciousness, it's still difficult to describe
adequately what it was like to have
been raped.
I was sleeping soundly when the
assailant began his attack upon me.
He clasped his hand over my mouth
and quietly warned me not to say
anything. I was so frightened, and felt
so helpless, that I tried to pretend
that none of it was real. His whispered threats were very real, however, as was the knife with which he
threatened me. As I write this, I feel
myself trembling, and it's becoming
difficult to breathe. It's still with me.
I can't describe how I felt afterwards-it was as though I felt
nothing. No anger, no fear, just
emptiness and grief. Perhaps it best _
describes what I was experiencing, to
say that it felt as though I was no
longer living. Soulless. He took everything from me that evening-my
pride, my happiness, my security, my
trust. For months afterwards I was
seized by uncontrollable panic
attacks, particularly if I saw anyone
who even vaguely resembled the
assailant. I became frightened to
leave my apartment, and I refused to
be touched by anyone. My pain was
so great, and the loneliness was even
greater. I prayed to find the fortitude
to end my life.
I tried reaching out to others, but
their reactions ranged from indifference to belligerence. I was asked
what I might have done to provoke
the attack, and was dissuaded from
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Occasionally, but only occasionally, I hear myself telling a whopping
lie. The last really big one was in a
conversation with a friend-straight-we
were talking about what we read and
I said "I don't read any fiction ."
Before the words were out of my
mouth I realized I was going to feel
damn guilty about this i;me. What I
- meant to say is "I don't read straight
fiction" and that isn't completely
true-I'm always re-reading Jane
Austen and Barbara Pym. Perhaps
you know what I mean. I just have no
interest in the usual novel where
male meets female.
My lie, I thought, was compounded by the fact that this winter
my housemate and I snuck about 35
or so Gay novels through customers,
most published by the Gay Men's
Press of London and not generally
available here. We stood in line for an
hour and a half at Logan while the
customs inspector made everyone
who looked youngish and liberal
empty their suitcases. Finally, the inspector reached us. "Anything to declare?'' he said. I answered, 'Two
pieces of Wedgewood worth about
$75.'" Never opened our suitcases,
just ,chalked the x's and out we
walked, somewhat free faggots.
There are times when it pays to look
middle aged and straight.
111is winter I discovered I had an
acute case of a literary disease called
"low identification". It's not as bad as
the Plague but it's bad. In low '
identification you read a novel, a
poem or a biography because you
want to read about someone as much
like yourself as possible.
If you're teenage Sino-American
boy growing up in California you
want to read a novel in which th hero
is 17, Sino-American, living in California and interesting. It helps if the
author is also Sino-American because
he'll have-full knowledge of your
group. If you're middle-aged, middleclass WASP you might want to read
Updike, and are not very interested
in Bellow because so many of his
characters are Jews. And so on.
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ECOLOGY HOUSE
Gifts -of Env ironmental Consciousness
49 Exchange St., Portland, ME 04112

(207) 775- 1281

My case of low identification is so
acute that there is a Gay short story
that is special to me because it
mentions a small town in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia where I once
spent a day and a night.
My ideal novel is a comedy, the
Gay couple who begin their relationship as antagonists rather than collaborators, whose attraction for each
other develops in the course of a
courtship game and even when
caught by love still persist in seeming
not to take their situation seriously.
Anyway, this year I read, between
the novels I got here and in England,
borrowed form the library or got on
interlibrary loan about 60 novels with
Gay themes. My favorite remains
Christopher Bram's SUPRISING
MYSELF the poignant story of two
mtn who meet in the early 70's at a
Boy Scout camp in Virginia, eventually fall in love and move to New
York. The focus of the novel is the
questionable commitment of the
younger man to the relationship. Joel
isn't a dumb kid, he just has a lot to
learn. The men's relationship and its
attendant problems are contrasted
with the marriage of one of the men's
sister and her soldier husband. To
borrow Ned Rorem's words SURPRISING MYSELF is "suspenseful
but literary, erotic but intelligent,
sentimental but controlled, theatrical
but logical and sad but witty .. .l
couldn't put it down." SURPRISING
MYSELF is now in paperback ($8.95
Holt).
This July on our way to the Bay of
Chaleur we stopped at the Bangor
Mall and I bought Chris Bram's
second novel HOLD TIGHT published by Donald I. Fine ($17.95). A
good thing that I did. It rained for two
solid days and without HOLD TIGHT
to read i would have gone bonkers. '
Mr. Bram likes playing with hilarious
cliches-in SURPRISING MYSELF it
was the Boy Scout camp. In HOLD
TIGHT it's the whore with a heart of
gold. In this case the whore is a Navy
swab, a Texan named Hank Fayette
who is blackmailed into working
during WWII in a Gay house of assignation-not strictly speaking a whore
house-to help break up a German
spy ring. Hank becomes involved
with the "sheet boy" and their
relationship is the heart of the novel.
Another device dear to Mr. Bram's
heart is the epilogue. He saves his
final statement for a knockout punch.
If he hasn't already tom your emotions to ribbons he makes sure he
does it before you put the novel
down.
Like the bookjacket says, Hold
Tight is original, rich in incident,
character and dark comedy. It is
wonderful reading experience. It
saved my summer vacation. Would I
lie to you?
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The Straight & Narrow :
Heterosexual·Foster Parents
by Holly Valero
· The light bulbs flashed an apologetic headline at 2:31 p.m.: 94°
according to the time and temperature readout over the I:'irst People's
National Bank. 94' swimming
through the mirage of.heatwaves
rising from the .streets of downtown
Filbert. Joe Bentley stared at th.e
numbers through the ancient venetian blinds of his third floor office,
slowly throwing himself into a trance.
The office had to be at least 100' . No
air conditioner. One tiny fan hummed
asthmatically atop the filing cabinets,
push,ing the hot air around. Sharon
was just coming back from lunch.
Sharon Clemmens and Joe
Bentley were co-workers. A two-person tag-team for the State Department of Whatever-You-Call-It..J;'h.e
actual agency name was too wordy
for anyone to remember. Sharon
joked that the agency letterhead had
to be printed on two sheets just to fit
it all in. Basically, the job boiled down
to interviewing prospective foster
parents to weed out the wackos,
dingbats, anyone else deemed
"unfit." Sharon and Joe had been
arguing over the latest applicant.
"Look, the guy says he's gay. I don't
have any reason to think he's lying,"
said Joe.
"Did you see that mark on his ring
finger? The guy has a perfect tan
everywhere except one little spot on
the third finger of his left hand,
where he had removed a ring:. A
wedding ring," Sharon answered.
"So, the guy wears a ring. Maybe
he's having it fixed. Maybe he lost-it.
I don't know! That doesn't m:arul him
as heterosexual. Lots of people wear
rings, gay and straight."
"I think he's hiding
something... .like a wife and two
kids!"
"Sharon, for gosh sakes, even if
the guy lli straight, that doesn't mean
he's instantly unfit to be a foster
parent. There are a lot of other
factors involved!"
"Yeah, but if he lli gay, they why
did he seem so uncomfortable
around his supposed lover, Ray?"
"It's a hundred degrees in here!
Everybody's uncomfortable! Jeez,
Sharon, we go through this every
time you suspect somebody of being
a closet heterosexual. You know how
difficult it is to get clearance to be a
foster parent these days: all the

government forms to be filled out in
triplicate, years of waiting, idiotic
interviews, and psychological tests
that haven't been updated since the
tum of the century. Personally, I
don't blame anyone for claiming to be
gay. All those nitwits downtown have
to see is the word, 'heterosexual' and
they start screaming about child
abuse and unfit lifestyles. It's
nobody's business anyway!"
'There's a reason for that, Joe.
You and I both know that over 93% of
chtld attacks are perpetrated by
white, heterosexual males. They're a
bad risk."
"I know, I know. All I'm saying is
that there are a lot of factors that go
into dete1mining the best foster
parents. If we went by nothing but
annual crime statistics, no heterosexuals would be allowed to even get
.near anyone under the age of 18
without a police escort. Besides, we
simply don't have enough ~foster
parents to go around. There are a lot
of kids out there who need loving
homes. Read me back the report... "
"Larry Johnson: age 29, teaches
European History at the University,
lives with lover of 4 years Ray
Phillips. Ray Phillips, 32, supposedly
works as the Coordinator for the .
Museum of Natural History. Together, they own a two bedroom,
split-level home about t:)1.ree miles out
of town, in a quiet, residential
neighborhood close to the park. No
kids yet. No declared religion. One
cat named 'Shakespeare' and a tank
full of exotic fish. Both belong to all
the local gay and lesbian organizations and the YMCA Both men
moved to this area in the last ten
years. Aside from occasional trips to
Key West and Provincetown, they
seem stationary."
"Boy, you couldn't find a better
couple!"
"Oh, you're probably right. Maybe
it's the heat. I haven't been myself all
week."
Joe couldn't resist. "Maybe it's
premenstrual syndrome!"
"Very funny. You know I haven't
had the surgery yet."
"When is that anyway?"
Sharon looked at the calendar.
She'd been living this way for over a
year now. She mentally added up all
the months, did a little long division
in the air with her pencil, then

smiled, "Assuming that everything
goes smoothly, sometime in January,
I think."
~ell. just don't forget about your
driver's license. You'll need a new
one. Unless yon want to give the
Filbert police real surprise!"
"Gosh, you're right. They still have
me down as 'Shawn' Clemmens."
Sharon leaned back, running one
hand through her wilted hairdo and
peeling her sweat-soaked blouse
away from her ribcage with the
other. As she tugged at the fabric,
one of her breasts, overcome with
humidity, became unglued and slide
into her skirt. She stood up, and as
she wrestled with her waistband, the
lava-lamp-like lump slipped loose,
hitting the floor with a quiet thud.
Second time this week. '1bese dimestore things aren~t worth a cent," she
mumbled.
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DIAL-A-SNACK

775-6295
The Munchie Quencher offers
Portland late-night delivery that's
quick and delicious. Just call in
your order and The Munchie
Quencher's on its way.

microwave pizza
soda
' chips
candy

Coming Soon:
"The Grocery Gopher''
,

CALL MON.-SAT. EVES.
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LESBIAN & GAY LITERATURE
673BOYLSTONSrREET. BOSIDN, MA. 02116 (617) 267-3010

·Across From The Boston Public Library
2nd floor, Hou,;s: Mon-Sat: 9:30AM-IJPM

Sun: 12-9PM

Pine Cone Productions
presents

HEATHER BISHOP·.
& Sheny Shute
IN CONCERT
8:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 15
First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress Street, Portland
Wheelchair Accessible.
$1 O advance
$12 at door
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Is pleased to announce new groups now forming:
• For gay men struggling to accept their sexuality
• For gay men from alcoholic or dysfunctional families to work on
self esteem and intimacy issues
• For lesbians dealing with co-dependencv/
ACOA issues
·
Please call our main number (207) 729-8727
for furth~r information.
-·
'\..
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4 77 Congress Srreer. Porrtand. ME 04101
24 School Srreer. l3runswicl~. ME 0401 1
Far l3CA Massachuserrs call: (617) 4.38-8155
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Young, Sweet, Gay and.Proud
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Heterosexual Attorneys At Law
by James One
Americans are divided into two
basic groups, the Greedy and the
Needy. But let's forget about that for
the moment and tum our attention to
the other inimical groups, Christians
and gays.
Christians and gays are more alike
than different, so much so that
confused outsiders are asking each
other, "Hey, what exactly is the
difference?" Both read newspapers,
watch televisions, own dogs, eat
grilled cheese sandwiches, root for
the U.SA at the Olympics, feel
disappointment when it rains on the
weekend. So why can't they get
along, and whose fault is it?
To answer these difficult and
important questions, and to break
down the hackneyed stereotypes of
gays and Christians that serve as
obstacles to commuaication and
understanding between the two
groups, I decided to assemble a blue-ribbon panel of the world's foremost
ecclesiastics, historians, sociologists,
physicians and statesmen. Then I
decided: No, I won't assemble all
these foremost types; I'll just figure
out the answers myself. or find them
in a book, and save myself all kinds
of time, work and expense. And, to
make the job even easier, 111 stick
with the hackneyed sterotypes.
What exactly is the difference
between Christians and gays?
Experts tell us there is no sure way to
teil the two apart by appearance
alone, but that in a random, mixed
group of gays and Christian males,
the guys not holding hands and not
wearing earrings are likely to be
Christians; conversely, the guys not
wearing Arnie Palmer sportcoats,
praying hands tieclips and American
Legion caps are probably the gays.
The hostility between Christians
and gays is baffling since for hundreds of years Christians and gays
lived together harmoniously. During
this period it was not unusual in any
average American town to find a
rugged old carpenter advising the
local antique dealer on how to restore
a marvelous old gate-leg table and
the gay in return helping the
carpenter's wife choose wallpaper
and drapes for the parlor. But these
cordial relations began to deteriorate
in the 1950's, at a potluck church
supper to which the Christians
brought the usual casseroles, boiled
vegetables and sheet cakes, only to
find that the homosexuals had
brought hot garlic bread, marinated
artichoke h~rts, almond croissants
and other ostentatious delicacies.
The abashed Christians, feeling
betrayed and insulted, taunted the
homosexuals about their ineptitude
at armwrestling and horseshoes.
The surprised gays retaliated with
spiteful remarks about President .Eisenhower and Mamie.

The sudden antipathy between the
two groups became increasingly
acrimonious and spread across the
county. Gays deliberately designed
unflattering fashions for women and
delighted in outshining Christian
hopefuls at Broadway and Hollywood
dance auditions. Christians struck
back by blocking gay rights bills in
the legislature and declaring that
what the homosexuals deserved was
not civil rights but final rites. (If this
remark seems harsh, heartless, even .
unChristian, it must be remembered
that the Christians leading the battle
_a gainst homosexuality are very
different from the original, mildmannered, defenseless people called
Christians who were persecuted in
Rome and devoured by lions; these
new, ambitious, aggressive, politically conservative Christians are the
lions, and when there's persecuting
and devouring to be done, they're
often the ones doing it.)
The world for a long time has
thought to itself, "Homosexuality i_s
rare ... a few female impersonators,
some hairdressers, a couple waiters,
those ancient Greek bozos ...that's
all." Then homosexuals come out in
the open and the world had to think
to itself, "I guess I was wrong."
There are, we now know, gay plumbers, gay doctors, gay truckers, gay
politicians, gay teachers, gay asphalt
paving contractors - gay everyone.
And serving the needs of this flourishing gay community are gay bars,
gay newspapers, gay bookstores; gay
dry cleaners, gay wheel alignment
centers - gay everything. According to the Commissioner of Football a
• gay NFL team is planned for next
season.
It may seem to some that Christians have contributed much to
society and gays little. But the truth
is that gays too have contributed
much. It was a gay artist who
invented the World's Greatest Mom
plaque and a gay scientist who discovered that hiccups could simply be
cured by frightening the hiccup ·
victim, by telling her, say, that
there's a spider on her shoulder, or
due to a constitutional technicality
Reag~n is eligible for a third term.
And while no one wishes to underestimate the achievements of Christians; it's also true that Christians
have done many shameful things no
gay would dream of doing; for
instance, no gay ever joined the Ku
Klux Klan but many Christians did
(although they now claim they joined
just for the refreshments). And y{'t,
in spite of gay contributions to
medicine, science, grooming and the
arts, gays still arouse much fear and
anger in the so-called "straight"
world. Many parents when they discover their beloved son or daughter
is gay consult their family physician
to find out if there is such a thing as
retroactive contraception.

collector's item among homosexuals
that the firm was forced to undertake
the expense of designing a new card.
Recently Consumer Reports ,
magazine obtained a typical Christian
and a typical gay and put them
through a battery of tests, the results
of which were published this month.
Consumer Reports' testing revealed
that the Christian had trouble
refraining from profanity when
dropped from a height of 35 feet, 20
feet, even 5 feet; that the gay was
unable to watch wholesome family. type TV shows for longer than 6
minues without becoming restless
and nauseous; that neither man could
solely by his own efforts open
garage door without getting out of
the car.
On the important question of
which makes the best weekend
guest, Christians.or gays, Consumer
Reports noted that while there's no
danger of Christian guests becoming
maudlin when another guest absentmindedly hums Over the Rainbow,
the magazine still preferred gay
guests to Christians for the reasons
that gays don't talk about real estate
all the time, don't bum copies of
Candide and Catcher in the Rye,
don't advocate ·the beating of children, don't dun people for money on
Sunday morning TV shows, don't
demand the classroollJ teaching of
the Gay Theory of Creation. don't put
gay literature in every hotel and
motel room. and don't threaten nongays with eternal damnation.
Is there hope for eventual peaceful
coexistance between gays and
Christians? Yes. says Consumer
Reports; the Christian and gay used
in the .test develope(:i a mutual grudging respect for each other and. in
fact, together r{'cently opened a little
gift shop in Key West.

Psychiatrists used to maintain that
homosexuality was a psychological
disorder caused by a traumatic childhood episode, for example, by remiss
parenlts giving their son or daughter
a stuffed cat and telling the child it's a
real cat, it just doesn't feel well. Now
· psychiatrists admit that homosexuality isn't a psychological disorder, it's
something else, perhaps a virus or an
optical illusion. This kind of equivocation by psychiatrists on many
issues has diminished their credibility with the public to the point that
now when a psychiatrists lectures,
hif'- audience tends to hallucinate that
the doctor's tongue is a playing card
held firmly by an invisible clothespin
against the whirling spokes of the
doctor's brain, and instead of profound insights and trenchant observations the audience may hear only a
low-pitched, monotonous b-r-r-r-r-r
noise.
What currently seems to vex
Christians about homosexuality is
the appropriation of the word "gay"
by the enemy. As "gay" becomes
more and more a synonym for
homosexual, older Christians worry
that "Don we now our gay apparel..."
in the popular Christmas song will
mislead young Christians into
believing that at Christmas time they
should wear t_ight white jeans, fishnet
tanktops and leather wristbands. A
·Christian organization has been
formed to restore '!gay" to its old
meaning of "brightness and joy" and
is lobbying for a law making it a
criminal offense to use "gay" to mean
homosexual. This effort is spearheaded by Archibald K. Young,
Morton L. Sweet II, R. Bemnard
Gay, Jr. and Arnold Proud -senior
partners in the venerable law firm of
Young, Sweet, Gay and Proud, whose
business card became such a

a

Seventft-day Adventist Kinship
International, Inc.
P.O. Box 3840, l.os Angeles, CA 90078-3840
Phone (213) 876-2076
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Festival
by C. Fraine
By the time I got off work Friday, I
was frantic. If I didn't get on the road,
and soon, I was sure I would go out
of my ever-loving mind. We hadn't
seen each other since February, and
our connections are always so
_ intense. I'd been thinking about this
trip for months and my mind had
fantasized a thousand possibilities.
But I knew that whatever. happened
with her would be ok.
We connected at the showers, of
all places. She looked gorgeous and
brown. She told me there was a party
scheduled for that night and I felt my
cunt contract. We finished our showers quickly and dashed back to my ·
campsite so I could choose some
appropriate clothing.
At her tent, we had a chance to
catch up on the news of the last six
months we'd been apart. I was
enjoying the opportunity to lie on the
ground in the woods and talk with
my very good friend .
Suddenly, she was standing over
me in black leather from head to foot.

I had always found her gorgeous, but
in black leather she had my teeth on
edge and my cunt wet in seconds.
Her imperious command to "Come
on" brought me to my feet faster than
I thought possible. I wasn't surprised
to find my crotch wet.
The party was amazing. I saw
more things happening than my
wildest dreams could have imagined,
and they were all happening right in
front of me. We sat in a quiet back
comer, but somehow managed to
have front row seats to all the action.
She sat behind me and I could feel
her soft, warm breath on my neck.
Occasionally, her hand strayed to
my breast and rolled my nipple firmly
between fingers In knew to be
extremely sensitive. Gradually, the
pressure increased until I was
gasping for air. The combination of
erotic stimulation and pain was inter-·
esting. I was surprised and somewhat
embarrassed to find myself so
enjoying this manner of pleasuring.
She whispered into my ear, "Take
off your clothes." Before I quite
realized how it happened, I found

MAINE
HEALTH
FOUNDATION
INC.
We provide up to $200 per month to people living
with AIDS and AIDS-related illness. This money provides a
vital buffer to ensure a decent quality of life and options
in health care which public assistance simply doesn't
provide.

myself naked, ou my back, and
wearing wrist restraints which were
clipped to something over my head. I
felt nervous, vulnerable, and a little
bit scared. This was, after all, my first
real S/M party and I wasn't quite
sure of the rules. But I trust my
friend and knew she would keep me
safe. We had discussed my safe word
on the way to the party, and I knew
speaking that word would make
everything stop.
Slowly, gently, almost playfully,
her fingernails caressed my body. In very short order, my body was
quivering uncontrollably. I heard the
snap of a latex glove and knew that
others things were in store. Her
lubed fingers hit my clit like an
· electric shock. I had no idea how
many fingers she thrust inside my
throbbing cunt, and I didn't care.
More was all I wanted. I knew that
fisting is one of her favorite hobbies
and I hoped I could accommodate
her. And I tried, I really tried. Several
times I could tell I was almost there,
but I finally had to say "Pink",
thereby requesting her to ~ase up.

~

She was so patient with me, trying
slowly, gently, to give my body time
to relax and open to her. But, before
we could reach that goal, I came. My
body arched up off the ground, and I
found my face buried in her shoulder
with my hand twined through her
hair. Her other hand, still buried in
my cunt, worked busily to keep me
coming again, and again, and again.
I floated back to the ground, her
fingers slowly, gently, withdrawing
from my now more than satisfied
cunt. I drift in a space I have never
been to before, a space I never
dreamed existed. Soft fingers played
over my body like feathers, returning
me gradually to the reality of the
party around us.
I opened my eyes and found her
kneeling between my thighs. Her
fingers stopped their movement, and
she smiled at me. I smiled back and
began to laugh as I sat up to put my
head back on her leather-covered
shoulder. I felt like I was flying,
floating. I felt absolutely free. Then
and there, I decided that S/M was
definitely where I wanted to be.

(207) 442-7061
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MAINE HOME SEARCH, INC.
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KRELLMAN

Person to Person Real Estate Visits
to Your Home to Discuss Your Real Estate Needs

LookiNG foR SOMEONE spEciAl?
••• SOMEONE wko CARES AS Muck
AbOUT TkE pEoplE TkEy MEET AS
you do?
Call the introduction seNice
with the largest gay
clientele in New England:

We also address a wide spectrum of other health
concerns through grants to groups like OUTRIGHT, The
Alliance of Lesbian and Gay Youth, and scholarships to
individuals working in·our community to attend educational events.

BuddiE.s
• Over 2000 members
• Professional

We need your help to continue our work. Your contribution to our incorporated, non-profit organization is
tax deductible.

• Discreet
• Confidential
• Established 1982

Please, send your check today to the Maine Health
Foundation, Inc., Box 7329 DTS, Portland, ME 04112
Name
427-3 Amherst St. Ste. 235
Nashua, New Hampshire 03063

Al;Je: _ _ •
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La Cage Aux Folles
Queens It Up in Maine
by Peter S. Karasopoulos
Several years ago, a straight friend
of mine was fortunate enough to see
La Cage Aux Foiles on Broadway. He
had nothing but praise for the show
and vehemently recommended that I
see it. This friend is also an aerospace engineer who can fit little side
trips to see Broadway shows into his
budget a bit easier than I can.
Fortunately for me (and other
financially strapped Mainers) the
Ogunquit Playhouse brought the
musical-comedy to Maine this
summer.
Despite the rather uninspiring
interior of the Ogunquit Playhouse
and a few weak performances,
Ogunquit's La Cage Aux Foiles was
no less than delightful. If you've ever
seen the film (the most successful
foreign-language film ever released
in the US) or were somehow fortunate enough to see the original play
in France by Jean Poiret, then you'll
probably do a lot of comparing with

the musical which opened on Broadway m 1984 and won six Tony .
Awards, including Best Musical.
However, if your first exposure to La
Cage Aux Foiles is by way of the stage
musical, then you're in for a wonderful surprise.
The story centers on Georges and
Albin, a middle-aged gay couple.
Georges owns a night club on the
French Riviera called La Cage Aux
Folles (The Cage of Crazies) where
his lover of twenty years, Albin, is a
popular drag queen. Georges and
Albins' world is given a tossle when
their straight (and extremely attractive) son Jean- Michel becomes
engaged and his finance's parents
want to meet Jean-Michel's family.
Much of the hilarity of the show
comes when Jean-Michel's very
proper in-laws-to-be meet his own
family and Georges and Albin
attempt to keep their relationship
under wraps and paint a picture of
wholesomeness for the family of their
son's fiance.

White much of La Cage Aux Foiles
is farcial and hilarious, it also is to be
highly commended for its tender,
sensitive and unapologetic portrayal
of the gay Jove story at its center.
Georges and Albin prove that
romance is not dead after all as they
reminisce, swoon and share a bottle
of wine at an outdoor cafe. Broadway
veteran Mace Barrett is the real
stand-out of the Ogunquit production.
His portrayal of the flamboyant Albin
is fantastic. Whether bringing down
the house as "Zsa Zsa" the wild drag
queen at the night club, sharing a
tender moment with Georges or
taking lessons in how to be butch for
the in-laws-to-be, Barrett's Albin
nevi:r hits a false note. Steve
Elmore's portrayal of Georges and
Pelter Reardon's portrayal of]eanMichel were adequate but not
outstanding. Elmore is a fine actor
but I found his singing voice to be a
bit grating while Reardon's singing
voice was superb but his performance was rather weak. One perform-

AtL S//tJ6/N{f-

f/tl ~/VCIII/~
BRIAN Cl?/IB,/?Ce

11'1tRY 1/~IISJN

/OAIy

1!/V/1 /J ?L£/V
Fa-IS/-/ /fLlG/V

F~dNr PA~ l:>;1qc.1:;£~
/l/1//.J~Ew D/G/A,.,-15"1 rr/sr/1

Kl'l/leA/ //P'.RL?
P"l/IIC~/f s r#tJl'f 171~

Sr,e/Jys
.#IJ77l~W 13/Jrr~/V
Z>E@Rt9h"' /I#~
US~ 'l>t?/¥Be-cl<
~/Ill>

~L.£1/H;N(; CCJ4P/IN/~S :
~--trLJl/1/Z> 8#1,t.e-r
~/1;1 /SL~A.-'0

/3t),t3 1'//t'~PSP/l/

M/c#/./tffL ,4,fe/A//11/:s
srnre- Joh'NS'uAJ

,s.Pt, TTEN

#AP/JY /-ldo~G/?.S

~/1./VE 1./-4/11s t:Jd
Cltft/lNl>CJ /VA.JARAP-41/l P,iJ/l/elfR
f,/11/P-S

ance that cannot go unmentioned is
Roscoe Gilliam's turn as Jacob,
George and Albin's wildly effeminate
and hilarious maid. Jacob prances,
bitches, screams and preens his way
through the show, stealing scenes all
along the way. Mention must also be
made of Les Cagelles, the eight drag
queens at La Cage Aux Folles, whose .
outrageous costumes, makeup and
prissiness helped make the production a very loud and colorful affair.
Ogunquit is obviously not Broadway, but despite the production's
flaws, the playhouse's presentation of
La Cage Aux Foiles was great enough
that it was able to do more than just
entertain: La Cages Aux Foiles, if done
well, is also a homophobia-fighter.
The gay characters evoke effeminacy
without apology or shame and the
love story is so romantic and genuinely touching that the audience may
forget that the dignified, honest, loyal
and proud relationship is a homosexual one.
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Mark Your Calendars for
Romanovsky and Phillips Concert
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The Boiled Frog Syndrome
Review by Tom Hagerty

by Marjorie Love
Ron Romanovsky and Paul
Phillips, with roots in San Francisco
and six years of recording and
touring together, will be performing
in Portland later this month, and you
are going to want to be there. It's a
chance that you don't want to miss to
share laughter and tears, and the joy
of being gay, with your friends. Not
to mention that it's a painless way to
give some of your money to The
AIDS Project, which is sponsoring
the event.
My experience so far of Romanovsky and Phillips is via their latest
(third) album, Emotional Rollercoaster, which they sent to Qy.r
Paper for review. It's cover pictures
two young men, one in folkie chic
with pink sneakers and earring, the
other in a punk fairy (as in Leprechaun) get up, boom box on shoulder. Their photo sets- a tone of good
natured comfort with each other and
with who they are. Their songs are
good natured, full of laughter, laced
with tears and shivering with pride
(som<=times within the same song) .
Listening is indeed an emotional
roller coaster.
Take, for example, "Give Me a
Homosexual", dedicated to "all the
straight men who think every gay
man is out to seduce them, and for
those gay men who indeed are". The
song treats it's subje_c t with (sometimes ribald) humor, and features a
trombone beat straight out of The
Music Man, but what emerges
clearest is pride:
Give me a homosexual
Who loves in a homosexual
way
I like a man of acceptance
Give me a guy who is glad to
be gay.

Rand P's honest and irreverent
humor communicates effectively, like
in their delightful spoof, ''Waltz for
the New Age" and their angry
"Sodomy Song":
Cause only an asshole would
care
What goes into our assholes
and who puts it there
And only a person who's really
repressed
Would attempt to decide for the
rest.

Laughter gives way quickly to
tears, tears of recognition, as I
identify with the man preparing for
his mother's visit in "Straightening
Up the House":

"I never should have promised I'd
continue with this lie
But Dad was so certain if she
found out she would die
But if it's killing anyone, I think it's
killing me."

Tears, too, at the beauty of the
music and the words, as in "Living
with AIDS" dedicated to the memory
of a friend:
Living with love, not living in fear
Healing with hope and drawing
them near
It's a place to begin , it's a step
we can take
Empowering people who 's lives
are at stake:

Holly Near they're not...more like
Alix Dobkin. The music is relatively
simple, with the focus on lyrics which
are personal, political, powerful. They
bring to mind Phil Ochs (a childhood
hero of mine and of Ron
Romanovsky's, his biographical
sketch informs me), or Tom Lehrer.
But their message of gay pride, of
joys and sorrows fully expe--rtenced,
are sorely needed in this world. That
it is gay men delivering the message,
when to date gay-positive culture has
been brought to us largely by women
(Romanovsky remarks in his biography on the "conspicuous absence of
gay men singing songs relevant to
their lives") may have special appeal
to the gay men reading this; this
lesbian listener found they were
speaking to me as well.
While it is the lyrics, the message,
that I take with me from my review of
their album, I have no doubt that this
blend of "60's/ <loo-wop/Dixieland/
circus/folk music will be great fun
live. Romanovsky and Phillips have
certainly received rave reviews of
their concerts in San Francisco,
Chicago, Minneapolis, and elsewhere. Live, we'll have the chance to
sun ourselves in the considerable
warmth, wit and energy of this
- cabaret (and life) duo.
I'll be there on September 30. I
hope you will be, too.
Romanovsky and Phillips
September 30, 1988 - 8 p.m.
Portland Performing Arts Center
Tickets $17.50
c/ o Ed Wimert
The AIDS Project
774-6877

The Boiled Frog Syndrome is a
thoroughly enjoyable novel, easily
read and full of intrigue and speculation.
However, this book begs to be
shot down.
It begins as Stephen Ashcroft,
world-class reporter and bon vivant,
awakes in Amsterdam of the future
to the bitter memories of his narrow
escape from the right-wing, conformist nightmare that America has
become, and also to his current
bedmate, the (equally believable)
"Kiki"-a young, slender, multilingual, East-Asian hustler who
sleeps with Steve for the "honor and
privilege" of it and has lines like: "I
may be a nineteen-year-old Dutch
whore, but at least I know what it is
all about, the meaning of gay pride
and brotherhood." And perhaps he
does, but Rubin certainly does not.
The book is a continuing illustration
of this.
For example, if you are not
appalled by his treatment of lesbians
("In fact, our whole table was by far
the best-dressed that night, since all
the other gay men present wore
suits, and for once all our lesbian
sisters at the table looked totally like
perfect ladies") you will at least be
confused. The main character of The
Boiled Frog Syndrome believes that
AIDS was started, "Obviously, in

order to kill off the gay population of
the United States, and eventually,
they hoped, the entire world."
Wouldn't that tend to make dykes
the safest? Of course-but Rubin just
can't acknowledge that there are
women working and fighting for the
rights of the homosexual community. In fact, he seems to have
trouble acknowledging the existence
of women at all, except when
Ashcroft insults a Pat Robinsonesque enemy by saying "I'd like to
see them shoot your lesbian
mother."
And even if you can get over his
politics, there is always his writing.
Although the book is captivating and
readable, I can't help but laugh at the
overdone (and questionable) imagery
of passages like: "Ashcroft got up and
urinated in the sink, not daring to
brave the icy, draughty hallway and
the steep, winding staircase to the
nearest bathroom, which was one
flight up. He washed himself in the
lukewarm water, and brushed his
teeth."
The Boiled Frog Syndrome by Marty
Rubin, Alyson Publications, $7.95
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Help Send me to Oslo, Nmway to see
my lover! Items for sale: Original
·
Maxfield Parrish, 1926 Maytag
washing machine, bonsais, mirror,
trunks, writing desk and objects
d'art. By appointment only. Vmcent
Boulanger, 774-8884 or leave message.
GWF, 37, enjoys biking, canoeing,
walking, picnicking, movies, fine
cuisine or.burgers, exciting events
and quiet times, seeks GF in Portland
area, 3~5. to share these activities.
Write to boxholder, PO Box 19, Topsham, ME 04086.
For Rent-Saco-Co..tage in back of
Lesbian owned house. One big room
with sleeping loft. Available Sept. 10.
$300/monthplus utilities. Pets? Let's
talk. Call 282-4633.
Roommate wanted-female, nonsmoker, to share 2 bedroom house in
Saco, just off Route 1. House is
furnished, just bring a bed. I have
one dog. Washer and dryer available,
$200/month plus 1/2 utilities. call
Beth, 282-4633.
New Dawn Adventures. Inc.-Think
SUNSHINE year round! Come to our
Caribbean retreat, or send for a flyer
of offered workshops and outdoor
trips for women. PO Box 1512,
Vieques, Puerto Rico, 00765. Tel: 508283-8717.

GWM. 45. 120 lbs., 5'3", smoker,
seeks honest, sincere companion,
friends, near Skowhegan, no dope or
drinker. Writer advertiser #63, c/o
Our Paper, PO Box 10744, Portland,
ME04104.
Discover the Northern Coast!
Women's rooming house offers
charming space, kitchen use, back
porch overlooking islands and small
fishing village. Brochure. Sea
Gnomes' Home: Po Box 33, Stonington, ME 04681-Seaso_nal.
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Lesbian. 27, looking for lesbian who
likes ice cream, walks, trucks; early
mornings, farming, animals, and life
in general. Good spirit and good
humor. Write advertiser#60, c/o Our
Paper, PO Box 10744, Portland, ME
04104 ..

Ym.uu! GWM. 44. 6'2", 175, goodlooking, sixties-sort-of-guy. Artist,
manly, non-scene, non-mainstream,
long-haired, articulate, educated,
intense, playful, monogamous (2
quality relationships for a total of 17
years) . Avid, lusty, romantic. Seeks
strong, virile G/A man (25-50 years)
who retains a wild unquenchable
hope for an empowering marriage of
love, best-friendship, rich sexual
intimacy, independence, interdependence, work, and a life of the mind.

Willing to relocate. Write at length to
advertiser #62, c/o Our Paper, PO
Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104.
GM. 35. new to the area. Seeking to
meet other GM's and/or GFs. Prefer
the Yarmouth, Freeport, Brunswick
ares. For friendship and fellowship. I
enjoy cooking, theater, Filene's,
dancing, sea shores, conversation,
and junk shops. Not into drugs or
heavy drinking. Write advertiser #64,
c/o Our Paper, PO Box 10744,
Portland, ME 04104.
Help Wanted-Staff writer for the
Maine Progressive. monthly statewide newspaper. Send resume and
sample of writing to TMP, 21
McKeen St., Brunswick, ME 04011.
Deadline: September 15.

The Herita~Walk to Maine's best
beach from a new Victorian bed and
breakfast Reasonable rates, Continental breakfast, full bath, woodsy
location (non-smoking), PO Box
1295, Ogunquit, ME 03907.
Hairy Men! National adlists for bears
and smooth or hairy trappers! If you
love fur, this is the list! Information?
Send $3 to MAN-HAIR, 59 West 10th
St., NYC, 10011.
35 year old bi/gay male. 5'10" tall,
150 lbs., slim built, 2911 waist, blue
eyes, brown hair, wishes to meet
same, 21-35 for good times and good
sex in the Central Maine area. Send
photos (nude) and phone for quick
reply. Write advertiser #61, c/o Our
Paper, PO Box 10744, Portland, ME
04104.

YOUR VERY AFFORDABLE MAINE GAY/LESBIAN
INTRODUCTION AGENCY

MAINELY

FRIENDS
P.O. BOX 251
AUGUSTA, ME 04330

DISCRETION GUARANTEED
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
IN A PLAIN ENVELOPE

HIV ANTIBODY COUNSELING & TESTING
. Voluntary - Anonymous - Low Cost
The AIDS Project offers trained counselors to answer your questions
and address your concerns about possible infection with the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). To schedule a counseling session call: :
174-68n daily between 9-12; 1-3; Monday & Wednesday eves between
6-9 p.m. Saturday from 10-1. Note: Counseling & testing is by appoint. rne.nt only.
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September 2-September 13
Chiltern Mountain club event. Stay at
a private home in Randolph, NH.
From this location we1l hike, bike,
paddle and swim in the White
Mountains. Come for a day, night;
weekend, or 2 weeks. Call John for
further details. 617-648-9185.
Sunday, September 4
Volleyball at Ogunquit Beach,
sponsored by Lewiston-Auburn
Athletic Club. Call 784-2251 evenings.
Friday, September 9-Sunday
September 11
Women's Healing Ritual Gathering in
Freedom, Ma4le. Sweat Lodge, lake,
hot tub, workshops, etc. Sponsored
by Diane Earthmission. For more
info, c:all 617-664-1082 or413-5489434.
Sunday, September 11
MLGPA Celebration/lobster feed. 1
p.m. at Blueberry Cove in Tenants
Harbor, $15.
Sunday, September 11
Two hour walk through Carlisle,
Mass. Great Brook Farm State Park,
sponsored by Chiltern Mountain
Club. Call Keena at 508-263-6936.
Saturday, September 17
Women's Herbal Workshop led by
Deb Soule of Avena Botanicals. How
to use herbs for various common
women's ailments ie: vaginal infections, menstrual discomforts, PMS,
menopause discomforts, etc.. 10-4 in
West Rockport, ME. $27. Preregister
at 594-0694 or write PO Box 365 W.
Rockport, ME 04865.
Sunday, September 18
Day at the Common Ground Fair,
sponsored by Lewiston-Auburn
Athletic Club. Call 784-2251 evenings.

Friday, September 16-Sunday,
September 18
Cycle Vermont (all of it) in two days.
Call Lisa for details, 617-288-3141,
sponsored by Chiltern Mountain
Club.
Friday, September 16 and Satur:
day, September 17
All Singing/All Dancing/All Concerned, Portland Perlorming Arts
Center, $15. To benefit The AIDS
·
Project, 774-($877.
Wednesday, September 21 and
next 5 Wednesdays.
Women and Self-Esteem. Six Educational Experiential Sessions open to
Lesbians only. Presented by Crescent
Moon Workshops. Contact Karen
Repasky at 773-7117. Fee $60.
Friday, September 23
New Games (7 p.m.) and potluck (6
p.m.) Kennebunk Unitarian Church,
Rts. l & 35.
. Saturday, September 24
Full moon gathering/potluck/energy
healing circle in Troy starting at 6
p.m. W omn only and chemical free.
Camping space available. For directions send SASE to Chris of Coventree, Troy, ME 04987.
Friday, September 30
Romanovsky and Phillips, Portland
Performing Arts Center, 8 p.m.
$17.50 to benefit The AIDS Project,
774-6877.
Saturday, October 1 (rain date
Sunday, October 2)
AutumnFest Flea Market, location to
be announced, look for posters., To
reserve ·table ($10) call Ralph at 7744785.

The AIDS Project
48 Deering St.
Poretland, ME 0410 I

Dignity/Maine
PO Box 8113
Portland, ME 04104

AIDS Line
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS
Daily 9 a.m.-5 .m.
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Feminist Spiritual Community
9 Deering St.
PO Box 3771
Portland, ME 04104
773-2294

AIDS Action of Central Maine
P.O. Box 3113
Lewiston, ME 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-6113
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC)
c/o 87 Sunset Strip
Brewer; ME 04412
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Box 569
Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240

Fredericton Lesbians and Gays
Box 1556 Station A
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada
GLM (Gais et Lesbienne de Moncton)
CP7102
Riverview, N.B., Canada
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland, ME 0410 I

Bowdoin Gay Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, ME 04011

Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Beford St.
Portland, MEE 04102
780-4085

Chiltern Mountaih Club
PO Box407
Boston, MA 02117
207-883-6934

Gay/Lesbian Contra Dancers
69 Mountain View Ave.
Bangor, ME 04401
947-2329

Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian and Gay
Community
c/o Student Activites Office
Student Center, Colby College
Waterville, ME 04901 -·

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group
780-4085 or 772-4741
Portland

DEAN (Down East AIDS Network)
PO Box 779
Blue Hill, ME 04614
DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St.
Bangor, ME 04401
942-6503

GMSA (Gay Men's Social Association)
POBox294
Conway, NH 03818-0294
(603) 367-8304 (Alan or E'aul)
Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Box 4012 Station A Portland, ME 04101

Harbor Masters Inc.
PO Box4044
Portland, ME 04101
Lesbian/Gay Committee
Maine Chapter
Nat'! As'soc. of Social Workers
PO Box 51112 Station A
Portland, ME 04101
Maine Bisexual People's Network
PO Box.1792
Portland, ME 04104
780-4085 (messages)
Maine Connection
. AA Round Up
PO Box 5245
Station A
Portland, ME 04102
Maine Health Foundation Inc.
PO Box 7329 DTS
Portland, ME 04112

Our Paper
PO Box 10744
Portland, ME 04104
OUTRIGHT

Portland Alliance of Gay & Lesbian Youth
PO Box 5028 Station A
Portland, ME 04101
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays _
Midcoast Chapter-Brunswick area
725-4769, 623-2349, 729-0519
Portland Pride
PO Box681
Scarborough, ME 04074
Seacoast Gay Men
PO Box 1394
Portsmouth, NH 03801
Transupport (TS/TV support group)
PO Box 17622
Portland, ME 04101

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
PO Box 232
Hallowell, ME 04347

USM Women's Forum
University of Southern Maine
92 Bedford St.
Portland, ME 04103

Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
PO Box 57
Brunswick, ME 04011-0057
833-5016 or 725-8541

Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(VLGR)
Box 281
Hinesburg, VT 05461

New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for
Gay and Lesbian Rights
PO Box 756
Comoocook, NH 03329
(603) 228-9009

Waldo County AIDS Education Committee
PO Box 772 .
Belfast, ME 04915

Northern Lambda Nord

POBox990
Caribou,ME 04736
NLN Gay Phoneline, 498-2088

Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union
University of Maine-Orono
Orono,ME 04469
WOMLAND (Womn Owning Maine land)
Trust
PO Box 55
Troy, ME 04987

SUNDAYS
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) meets the first Sundays and third Thursdays of every month
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m.
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance for discussion , support and planning every Sunday , 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Lounge, Chase Hall, Bates College ,
Lewiston :
Dignity/Maine, every Sunday ; doors open
at 5 :30 p.m., worship at 6 p.m., First
Parish Church , 425 Congress St. , Portland
(please use rear entrance) .
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business meeting , 1 p.m .
followed by potluck.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout state.
See Calendar listing for location and time.
Gays in Sobriety. AA. 6:30-8 p .m.
speakers meeting. Williston West Church.
32 Thomas St. . Po rtland .
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Sunday. Discussion meeting at 4
pm . Unitarian Church, Main Street. Bangor.
Sunday Liturgy . every week . 11 a .m . .
Ho ly Apostles American Orthodox
Monastery . Rt. 194. South Whitefield .
ME . Call 549-7325 for rriore information .

MONDAYS
Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of
every month , 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for
info.
Feminist Spiritual Community - every
Monday at 7 p.m. , Fiiends Meeting
- House, Forest Ave ., Portland, 773-2294
(come early).
Adult Children of Alchoholics (ACOA)
- open di~ussion with·focus of.gay/lesbian issues, 7 :30-9 p.m. YWCA, 87
Spring St. , Portland.
Seacoast Uay Men:---,:.'evert Monday , 7-9
p .m. (except firs~ Monday and holidays) .
Unitarian-Univer&al Chtm:h~292 State St.,
Portsmouth ; NH (side door near basement). Call Daryl (603) 335-4?94 .

TUESDAYS
Gays in Sobriety . AA . 6-7 p.m. , beginners meeting, First Parish UU Church , 425
Congress St.. Portland 7 :30-9 p .m .
Speaker/discussion meeting .
Families of Gays Support Group . second
Tuesday of each month , 7:30 p.m. For
mo re informa tion . call Ing raham
Volunteers. 774-HELP.
Bowdoin College Gay-Lesbian-Straight
Alliance . 7 :30 p .m . . Chase Barn
Chamber. Bowdoin College . Brunswick. _

Free To Be Group of AA - meets
Fridays at 7 :30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA,
room 114.
·
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
- fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:30, First
Parish Pilgrim House, 9 Cleaveland · St.,
Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for information.
Greater Portland N.O.W. __.:_ fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
St. , Portland, 7:30 p.m;: __. Gay/Lesbian Al~Anon - every Tuesday, 7:30-8:30pm, Williston West Church,
32 Thomas St., Portland.
Our Paper staff meeting-every Tuesday, 7:00, 9 Deering St. , Portland. ·
773-2294. New members always welcome~

THURSDAYS
Colby College Bisexual. Lesbian and
Gay Community . 7 :30 p.m . M_ary Low
Coffeehouse , Colby College , Waterville .
Gays in Sobriety. AA. 8-9 p.m .. big
book/step meeting, Willi ston West
Church. 32 Thoma~ St.. Portland .
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Thursday, di scussion meeting at
7:30 pm, Unitarian Church, Main Street,
Bangor.

VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and
Gay Rights) meets first and third Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Peace and Justice Center; 186 College St.,
Burlington, VT.

Wilde-Stein Club - Thursday evening
6°9 p.m. , Sutton Lounge, Memorial
Union, UMO.

FRIDAYS
Alcoholicil·'.~ O U S ·meets,every Friday, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety (open discussion), Christ
Episcopal Church, 80 Lafayette Rd., Portsmouth, NH .
OUTRIGRT :_ _, '.Portlanll _'~ lliance of ..
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and
younger), 7:30p.m. , Preble Street Chapel,
331 Cumberland A venue, Portland.

SATURDAYS
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the
first and third Saturdays of each month
from 8:00 to I :00 at the old Bangor Community College Student Union .

->,

PORTLAND CLUBS
L
Portland's newest men's bar,

but all are welcome Voled this year's night·
club of the year. Pool table . videos, good
mu sic. Serving brunch September-Ma y. Also
voted bes! m artinis & manhattans in town!

-Tl\/: G,u:dc. - \9'&"'

59 C.nter Stree't
Portland, Maine
207/'772-7264
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MOVIES EVERY SUNDAY AND MONDAY AT 8 PM

come by and check our schedule
WEEKDAY DRINK SPECIALS
EVERY MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

GUIDE

EXCHANGE ST.

rn

CLUBS

er
0
u.

w

TEMPLE ST .

3 SPRING ST.

773-3315

THURS. SEPT. 1 TO MON. 5:
Returning from L.A. for the 4th year
the fabulous Rudy Del Amore
at the Front Lounge piano.

TUESDAYS: DOUBLES -White Well -

2oz.

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL: DOMESTIC BEER 95¢
THURSDAYS: ROLLING ROCK $1.50
FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS:

.

"PARTY HARDY NIGHTS"

Open Friday and Saturday
Nites
Sunday 9/4
1-5 a.m.

~

TO PORTLAND

STATE ST .

